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on us,” even the fulfillment of true
love in God incarnate.

I say again, rejoice!

Dear Alumni, Parishioners, and
Friends,

Rejoice!

Here at St. Anthony
Catholic School, beyond the 3
“R’s” of Reading, wRiting, and
aRithmetic, we help our students
go deeper, and attain and retain a
life-giving attitude equal to the task
of discovering who and whose they
are, an appreciation, in other words,
of their origin, their giftedness, and
their destiny. We invite them to
discover rejoicing, this 4th “R,” so
to speak, which provides the spark
of energy necessary to mastering
the rest.
Rejoicing is the underlying
theme of this time of year, a Great
Advent, or adventure, beginning
with All Saints and All Souls,
and including Veterans Day,
Thanksgiving, and Christmas. We
rejoice in the humility of God, by
whose love alone there is something
rather than nothing. We rejoice
that out of sheer love he included
us in the beauty of his creation, and
gave us the gift of wonder and awe
to begin to appreciate it! We rejoice
that God so loved the world that he
became man so that we might know
our worth, and be set on fire when
we realize the price he paid for us
while we were still sinners.

Always!

We rejoice that
Emmanuel is with us always, and is

inviting us to be holy, to be saints!
This he does through the mystery of
encounter. Pope Benedict XVI said:
“Being a Christian is not the result
of an ethical choice or a lofty idea,
but the encounter with an event, a
person, which gives life a whole new
horizon and a decisive direction.”
Jesus’ encounters are full of his
questions. When he notices the two
disciples following him, he asks,
“What are you looking for?” Later
he asks, “Who do you say that I am?”
and again later, after announcing
the mystery of the Eucharist, “Will
you leave me too?”
Finally, he
asks, “Do you love me?” In the Old
Testament, Ecclesiastes lamented
that “God has placed the eternal
in man’s heart, without man ever
discovering, from beginning to end,
the work that God has done,” but in
the New Testament, eternity has
stepped into time to encounter us
in the flesh, so that we may glimpse
“what eye has not seen, ear has not
heard, nor has it so much as dawned

The Gospel constantly invites us to
rejoice, from the angel’s “Rejoice!”
to Mary (Lk 1:28); to the reaction of
John the Baptist before he was even
born (Lk 1:41); to Mary’s witness
(Lk1:47); to Jesus’ mission (Lk 10:21);
and its reception by the disciples
(Jn 20:20); and those who believed
through their witness (Acts 8:39,
16:34). We rejoice, and teach the
children to rejoice, to have the life
in them grow by making of it a gift
for others according to the priority
of love which is Jesus Others You.
If every graduate and friend
visited
(www.stanthonyschooldc.
org) and made a gift in any amount,
our rejoicing would be great, and
everyone is invited to participate
according to their means. Others
may wish to give of themselves in
some other way, and all are asked to
pray, that our joy may be full, and
we all realize, with St. Pope John
Paul II: “The future for us remains
an unknown quantity, which we now
accept without anxiety. Love has
overcome anxiety. The future depends
on love.” A Blessed and Merry
Christmas, and a joyous New Year,
to you all!
Peace!

Fr. Fred
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With a curiosity for science, middle school teacher
brings youthful energy to classroom
Fascinated by natural disasters, Bobby
Rienzo remembers narrating major storms
as they rolled through his hometown
of Allentown, Pa., like a play-by-play
announcer at a sporting event.
Now, as the Middle School Science
teacher at St. Anthony Catholic School,
Rienzo is trying to infect his students
with a fascination for weather, among
other scientific phenomena. The first-year
teacher during the fall led his students in
a Storm Chaser exercise where they didn’t
have to leave their Brookland classroom. He used raw
video feed for interpreting tornados, pulled out photos,
diagrams and drawings from storms and showed them
to a classroom visitor, and one can imagine his students
latched on to them immediately.
How have his initial weeks gone in his new job? “The
first thing is, it’s a great staff environment,” Rienzo
said of St. Anthony. “It sets the tone for how everything
goes.” The pencil thin teacher studied Anthropology
at the University of Notre Dame, in addition to PreMed and an interdisciplinary program in education,
schooling and society.
Rienzo is pursuing a Master’s degree at the Alliance
for Catholic Education (ACE) at Notre Dame, the
same program through which Michael Thomasian,
St. Anthony principal, received his Master’s degree.
Rienzo would receive a Master’s in Education and
certification to teach fifth through 12th grade science
in June 2016. He began his studies within weeks of his
May 2014 graduation.
There are 150 Notre Dame ACE teachers in nearly
100 schools across the United States. “There are no
other schools in ACE like St. Anthony,” Rienzo said.
“We have young teachers who show passion. We may
not have all the answers, but we certainly seek them.”
Rienzo lives with six other ACE teachers who work at
different Catholic schools, such as Archbishop Carroll
High School.
Rienzo occasionally attends weekday 6 a.m. Mass at
the Franciscan Monastery with fellow teacher, Diane
Contreras, and Thomasian, before heading to work.
“There’s a sense of joy that I get from the kids,”
Rienzo said of his 74 middle school students, including
22 seventh graders, whom he also teaches Religion to
and serves as homeroom teacher. “They have a good
foundation to be able to learn from.” Rienzo said that

he could tell from the one-on-one meetings
with all the seventh grade families before
the school year began that they are very
engaged in their childrens’ education.
“I’m trying to cultivate the desire to ask
questions,” Rienzo said of his work with
middle school students.
During the fall, Rienzo was beginning
to work with the grandmother of a
Kindergarten student and the school’s
other male teachers in organizing a bow-tie
brunch for St. Anthony male students and community
leaders to talk about what it means to have integrity
and grow in virtue as a male. He said he was excited
about this initiative, as well as tutoring students after
school and working with them in the classroom.

Grandparents Morning
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From the Principal’s Desk

Dear Alumni, Parishioners, and
Friends:

Greetings!

Since our last
edition of the “Blue & Gold” there
is so much great news to share.
Students have enjoyed annual
events like “Hoops for Hope,” the
N.E.T. Retreat for middle school
students, Grandparents’ Morning,
and the Halloween party and
haunted house. Two new events
were also introduced—“Francis
in the Schools” and the “Bow-tie
Brunch” for boys.
In addition, a handful of classes
have already completed their
service projects. We collected
food items for St. Aloysius’s Fr.
McKenna Center, winter coats for
Catholic Charities, and canned food
for the parish’s St. Vincent DePaul
Food Pantry. Needless to say, our
calendar is full of fun and engaging
activities that help our students
grow spiritually, academically, and
socially. Follow us on our Facebook
page to see all of the latest pictures
and news!

Coming Home! This fall

I had the privilege to welcome the
high school Class of 1954 back to
the St. Anthony parish and school.

After
introductions,
we all attended the
parish’s noon Mass. It
was truly a remarkable
event marked by a
special blessing and a
standing ovation from
the congregation. Next,
a team of eighth graders
gave tours of the school
to our graduates. You
could hear laughing
in the hallways and
reminiscing throughout
the school. Clearly, there
was something nostalgic
about sitting in the same
seats so many decades
later.
After a luncheon in the school’s
library, Deacon Lee joined us
and blessed our newly renovated
computer lab, a gift made possible
by this class’s generosity. Before
this joyful celebration concluded I
awarded each graduate a DiamondJubilarian diploma as a souvenir
of our gathering and of their 60th
anniversary.
I share all of this because it
was a powerful experience for
me. I witnessed bonds of strong
friendships and a sense of gratitude
toward their Alma Mater. St.
Anthony grade school and high
school graduates are wonderful
dedicated people. There are many
examples of individuals and a few
classes keeping St. Anthony close
to their heart. For their generosity
and prayers, I will always remain
grateful.
I welcome all classes to connect
their reunions and social gatherings
to our school and parish in some
way. Know you can always host
events here, receive tours of the
school, or join us for Mass. The door
is always open to you!

Happy Advent!

One

beauty of being part of a Catholic
school community is that we can
celebrate the seasons and feasts of
the Church in all of their richness.
Somehow Advent is already here!
The word Advent comes from the
Latin advenio, “to come to,” and
refers to the coming of Christ.
Fortunately, the Church gives us
four weeks to prepare our minds
and hearts for the coming of Jesus.
Sometimes even four weeks doesn’t
seem enough. (Halloween and
Thanksgiving seem like just the
other day.)
During this holy season, teachers
and students take advantage of this
time of preparation. Teachers use
Advent wreathes to help “count
down” and nativity scenes to help
students visualize what actually
happened in Bethlehem on that first
Christmas. Advent prayers and
activities are also incorporated into
the classroom to make for a more
meaningful Advent season.
Advent is also a time to
receive God’s grace through the
sacraments. St. Anthony students
also participate in weekly, schoolwide Masses and the Sacrament
of Reconciliation. Of course, the
annual Christmas concert and
pageant also bring great joy to the
school and parish family. Perhaps,
you would consider joining us on
December 17th and 18th at 6:00 PM
in the church.

Blessings!

I thank all of you
for your commitment to our beloved
grade school. Your prayers and
financial support make our mission
possible. Together we can continue
to make our school a vibrant
community of faith, academics,
and service. Let us continue to keep
one another in prayer this Advent
season.
In Christ,

Michael Thomasian
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Retirement seems to leave no time for work
Pat DeSanctis Cunniff G.S. ‘51/H.S. ‘55
is so busy in retirement that it’s hard to
imagine how she ever found the time to
work.
The retired academic dean at Prince
George’s Community College (PGCC)
in Largo holds a doctorate in Physical
Chemistry.
She continues to teach Chemistry,
Physic/Earth, and Space Science at
University
of
Maryland
University
College, where she enjoys working with the
students, since many are current and former military
personnel. “It’s very interesting,” she said of UMUC.
“The military does a good job training them to follow
directions and keep a schedule.”
She volunteer teaches Astronomy at Wood
Acres Elementary School in Bethesda, which has
a planetarium. In addition, Pat is a docent at the
Smithsonian Institution.
“I still enjoy teaching,” she said, stating the obvious.

Elementary, which led to her teaching
there. She stayed busy while raising four
children in University Park, completing
her doctoral degree at the University of
Maryland when Pat’s oldest child was 10
years old.
Pat also appears to have good genes,
since her mother, Sarah McCann Zanger,
passed away in 2007 at the age of 102.
She joined the PGCC faculty in 1972,
retiring in 2004 as academic dean. In that
position, she oversaw grant development for research
equipment and programs, earning funding for the
college with the Energy Department, NASA, National
Endowment for the Humanities, and National Science
Foundation.
But she wasn’t done with work, serving for several
years as a consultant to the Republic of Ireland
government, helping Irish post-secondary progrms in
Aerospace, Biotechnology and Information Technology
exchange ideas with U.S. counterparts.

Pat gives garden tours at the Franciscan Monastery
in Northeast with her sister, Doris McCann DeSantis,
a former computer specialist at Computer Sciences
Corporation. Before St. Ann’s Academy in Tenley Circle
closed in 2014, Pat volunteered there as a grandparent.
But her academic journey began at St. Anthony
School, which she attended while living at 13th
Place, N.E., near Shepherd and Taylor Streets. The
Benedictine Sisters saw her potential at an early age,
and since they had her skip a grade with four other
students – part of the fourth grade and part of the fifth
grade - she graduated from St. Anthony High School
at 16 years of age and started Dunbarton College. “The
nuns encouraged me,” she said during a recent trip
back to St. Anthony School. “Both of my parents pushed
the impotance of education and college.”
“She remembers the separate academics and
business curricula at St. Anthony High School. “There
were many more opportunitie then for boys and girls to
get good jobs without a college degree,” she said.”
Pat is the mother of four children, and she and her
husband of 54 years, Patrick Cunniff, were married at
St. Anthony Catholic Church when Pat was 21 years
old and her husband was a University of Maryland
faculty member in the Mechanical Engineering
Department, before becoming an associate dean. They
have 10 grandchildren, including four at Wood Acres

Computer Lab renovations made possible by the St.
Anthony High School Class of 1954. Their gift enabled us
to repair and repaint the computer lab walls and purchase
32 computers, chairs, a new floor, a printer, a table, and
upgrade our electric system.

2014-2015 Theme: Guided by the Spirit.

A Letter to the St. Anthony High School Class of 1954
Dear Classmates,
Now that the Reunion is over and everyone is
returning home, I wanted to let you know about St
Anthony’s and Brookland and what it has become.
Several of us arrived at 12th & Monroe with time
to spare before noon Mass so we took a driving tour of
the area where we spent so many years. We drove past
many homes where you lived as we reminisced and
thought of you. The homes looked the same, like time
stood still, but the large trees lining the streets were
amazing. We stopped to talk with some of the owners
outside and they were so gracious. Later the Principal
of St Anthony’s, Mike Thomasian, informed us that
people were moving back into the city and houses,
if you can find one, begin at half a million dollars.
Driving down 12th St toward CU is where the change
begins. Thriving and beautiful. Too much to go into.
The only thing I recognized was the Convent because
it is a historic site.
For the Mass, Mike Thomasian greeted us (about
a dozen classmates) and asked that we process into
Mass as part of the procession where the 1st and 2nd
pews were reserved. The presiding priest welcomed
us informing the congregation that we were the class
of 1954 and had made a generous contribution to the
school. The congregation applauded. Also, several
classmates were asked to bring up the gifts at the
Offertory. The Mass was different than we have in

conservative Pennsylvania, but it was indeed lively
and joyful. Following Mass, we spent time talking to
parishioners who were so gracious and appreciative
of what our class is doing. Our tour guides, three
beautiful young ladies from the 8th grade, had a hard
time moving us away for a tour of the school.
We chatted, laughed and remembered as we went
from room to room. We remembered where we did
what, and who taught what. The school was in great
shape and it was a wonderful feeling knowing other
great memories are still being made. Finally, these
young ladies were able to move us on to a delicious
luncheon. We showered Mike with all our questions.
He is a gifted and personable Principal who repeatedly
said how appreciative he is for the financial help
we are giving to our alma mater. Academically, the
school is first rate. (The only complaint he hears is
that it is too Catholic - imagine that) We were indeed
impressed. It was such a wonderful several hours,
and we were reluctant to leave but we had a reunion
to go to.
The reunion was held at the Marriott in
Gaithersburg, Md. We had 26 classmates.
Phil Ballenger hosted a lunch at his home the
following day before we said farewell.
Peace,
Pat Hite Sattolo H.S. ‘54
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Francis in the Schools
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Obituary
Born in 1921 in Verona, PA and formerly
of Noblestown, Pa., John H. Dolcich
passed away on September 21, 2014.
He was a St. Anthony parishioner
and alumni parent who resided in
Washington, D.C.
He was preceded in death by parents
Josip (1967) (Laz, Croatia) and Dora
Babic Dolcich (1967) (Vinski Vrh,
Croatia), siblings, Frankie Jagusic (1945),
Frances (2008), Joseph (1989), Anne
(2008), Michael (1972), grandson Gabriel
Dolcich (1999).
Survived by loving wife of 59 years, Mary Glaid
Dolcich and children Benedict (Sandra) Dolcich of
Westerville, OH , Anselma Ashley PhD. (Matthew)
of South Bend, Ind., Dr. Augustine Dolcich G.S. ‘75
(Marissa) of Herndon, Va., and Fr. Maurus Dolcic
T.O.R. ‘79 of Washington, D.C.
He also is survived by nine grandchildren, Timothy
Dolcich, John Ashley, Christina Dolcich Bayham
(Dustin), Gregory Dolcich, Hannah Ashley,
Veronica Dolcich, Rose Ashley, Lucy Dolcich,
Joseph Dolcich and one great grand child, Patrick
Bayham.
A Sergeant in the Army Air Corps in World War
II, Mr. Dolcich was a member of the 376th heavy
bomb group which worked B-24 aircraft out of
northern Africa and then Italy with the notable long
distance raid at the Ploesti, Rumania oil fields. He

participated in five battle starts including
the battle of Normandy.
Mr. Dolcich received a Master’s Degree in
Education from Duquesne University in
Pittsburgh.
Moving to Washington D.C. in 1953, he
was employed as a teacher for 30 years
with Montgomery County Maryland’s
Public Schools at Leland Jr. High
School in Chevy Chase (now closed),
and Paint Branch Senior High School in
Burtonsville. Over the course of these
years he taught mathematics, geography and
sociology, managed the school book store, coached
track and was famous for his seasonally appropriate
colored chalk board drawings.
He was a Benedictine Oblate at St. Anselm’s
abbey in Washington, D.C and parishioner at St.
Anthony’s. Later, a very active member of the
Croatian Catholic Mission of St. Blaze.
In retirement, he loved to garden, work on his
house, and attend daily Mass at the Basilica of the
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception,
where he yearly prepared the palms for Holy Week
masses. In 1986, he reestablished ties with relatives
in Croatia where he traveled and loved the Croatian
culture and spirit.
Mass of Christian Burial took place September 27 at
the National Shrine. Internment followed at Gate of
Heaven Cemetery in Silver Spring, Md.

Planned Giving
Corner
After taking care of your family, please
consider making a provision for St.
Anthony Catholic School in your will or
bequest.
Please contact Fr. Fred Close, pastor
of St. Anthony, at 202-250-8208 or
padrefred@earthlink.net for more
information. Thank you!
St. Anthony High School Class of 1963 retreat.
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Address changes for the Blue & Gold? News about class reunions, alumni of the school and
other information of interest to our readership? Please contact Bill Murray at 240-418-5427
or billm@developassociates.com
Visit St. Anthony Catholic School’s website:

www.StAnthonySchoolDC.org
A school you can believe in.

