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Dear
Friends,

Alumni,

Family

objection of insufficiency, Jesus
responded with a blessing, and the
thousands “ate and had their fill,
and what they craved the Lord gave
them; they were not disappointed in
what they craved,” and the leftovers
filled several baskets!

and

As we begin our Lenten
journey from the ashes of our
broken promises at Ash Wednesday
to the glory of God’s unbroken
promises at Pentecost, we marvel at
the Church, his body brought back
to life and set on fire by the Holy
Spirit. Just as in Lent we begin
again to stretch towards the eternal
life promised us by the passion,
death and resurrection of Jesus,
so at St. Anthony Catholic School
we marvel at how our students and
alumni, with hearts set on fire with
love of God and neighbor, go forth to
serve in this world, becoming in the
process better equipped for the life
that never ends.
Our Lenten journey, like the
educational journey, is Benedictine
in foundation, Eucharistic in
practice, and has a distinctively
Franciscan flowering, as befits our
Patron, St. Anthony of Padua. At
its heart is the Gospel mystery of
the multiplication of the loaves
and fishes, so dear to Francis our
Pope. Scripture has it that “a three
ply cord is not easily broken,” and
the Benedictine vows of Stability,
Obedience, and Conversion of Life
both shape the education we offer
here and point the way to the task
St. Anthony left for all his sons
and daughters, even “our humble
and sincere request to the Spirit for

ourselves should be that we may bring
the day of Pentecost to fulfillment,
insofar as he infuses us with his
grace, by using our bodily senses in
a perfect manner and by keeping the
commandments. Likewise we shall
request that we may be filled with a
keen sense of sorrow and with fiery
tongues for confessing the faith, so
that our deserved reward may be to
stand in the blazing splendor of the
saints and to look upon the triune
God.” The way to the fulfillment of
the day of Pentecost, to becoming,
like the Apostles, that “bush
burning but not consumed” is the
Eucharist, and it multiplied down
the ages until it reaches everyone.
Francis our Pope has returned,
again and again to the mystery of
the multiplication of the loaves
sicne becoming Pope. In Mark 8,
Jesus makes understanding of this
mystery central to discipleship,
so the Pope is only saying what he
hears Jesus saying!
Remember
Jesus’ challenge: “You give them
something to eat.” To the Apostles’

Note well that the Apostles were
always giving from an apparent
insufficiency, but acting in faith
in the word of Jesus. It’s not that
after Jesus’ prayer a warehouse full
of food appeared Deus ex machina,
but that what appeared inadequate
to their human senses never ran
out. Like the bread and oil that
did not run out on Elijah and the
widow of Zarephath, (1 Kings 17:14)
and the one day’s supply of oil that
never ran out on the 8 day feast of
Hannukah, God is our sufficiency
and abundance!
Now it is our turn!
For 92
years we as a community have been
faithful to this place, welcoming
all children passing through
Brookland on their way to glory.
In this educational mission we are
strengthened by our daily bread, the
only remedy for what ails us. Just
as the Blessed Sacrament, though
always complete and perfect in
itself, does not transform us at once
and completely, but grows in us by
frequent reception, so entrusting
our free will offerings to God’s work
here on a consistent basis enables
families to choose a St. Anthony
education for their children, and for
us to continue to rebuild, enhance

(Continued on Page 2)
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Oliver Carr’s “Rising
Stars” nets $15,000
In 2003, Oliver T. Carr, III, chairman and executive
officer of Carr Properties, a real estate investment
company, in Washington, DC, created an outreach
initiative called “Rising Stars.” The purpose of this
charity is to enhance the educational opportunities
of under-served children. December 11th’s event, “An
Evening with the Stars,” was the first holiday event
hosted by Mr. Carr and “Rising Stars.” Students and
guests enjoyed a beautifully decorated Willard Hotel,
a silent auction, and performances from the various
schools’ choirs. The event raised $15,000 for St. Anthony
Catholic School. We are extremely grateful to Mr. Carr
for his generosity to our school community.

Hoops for Hope
donates $22,500

Fr. Maurus Dolcic, TOR, G.S. ‘79 burns palms in preparation
for Ash Wednesday. Fr. Maurus celebrates regular weekday
Masses for the school.

From the Pastor
(Continued from Page 1)
and expand the ancient and honorable campus which
is our inheritance in faith.
Again I beg “a dollar a day” from you dear readers for
this school we all believe in. With God’s blessing, it will
be enough and more than enough! As Pope John Paul
II reminds us, “The future for us remains an unknown
quantity, which we now accept without anxiety. Love
has overcome anxiety. The future depends on love.”
A Blessed Lent, Easter and Pentecost, to you all!

Continuing
a
longterm partnership, Paul
Miller, co-founder and
chairman of the Hoops
for Youth Foundation,
presented a $22,500 check
to Mr. Michael Thomasian,
principal, and Fr. Fred
Close, pastor to support St.
Anthony Catholic School in December.
A lobbyist, Mr. Miller founded the Foundation
in 1999, and it’s grown exponentially since it has
foundation through his dedicated leadership. His
commitment to help provide opportunities for
underserved youth in the Washington, D.C., area has
not waned in the last 15 years.
Hoops for Youth Foundation is a 501(c)3 foundation
that supports deserving youth in our communities.
Hoops for Youth Foundation provides the basic tools
that young people need to play team sports and to face
the challenges of growing up in neighborhoods that
lack resources. Through the Foundation’s efforts,
it offers young people an opportunity to grow and
develop in a safe environment.

Peace,

In Memoriam
Fr. Fred
P.S. Please visit our website at www.
stanthonyschooldc.org to make a secure donation, or
contact us for other ways to support our school.

Mary Anne (Sessa) Murry H.S. ‘68
Jimmy Beard H.S. ‘64
Frank Ruggeri H.S. ‘61
Please pray for the deceased.
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From the Principal’s Desk
write poetry, and so much more! St. Anthony has
always prided itself on offering a rigorous academic
program. However, we are well aware that learning
also happens in church, on the field, at an assembly, or
on a field trip to a local museum.
As spring approaches, we are setting new goals
regarding increasing enrollment, enhancing our
academic program, and planning for summer projects.
•
Enrollment… The goal for 2014-15 is to
increase enrollment from 231 students to 235 students.
We are placing a special emphasis on recruiting
neighborhood children.
Dear Alumni, Parishioners, and Friends:
Some children and teachers believe the
superstition that if you wear your pajamas inside out
it will snow! True or not, our days have been shaken
up by two hour delays and days off from school.
Thankfully before the latest episode of snow, we
were able to celebrate the first one hundred days of
school. Our younger students enjoyed parties and
any game you can think of involving the number one
hundred. The one hundredth day of school reminds
us that we are more than halfway through the school
year. Some highlights from these hundred days
include: the addition of our new PreK-3 classroom,
the opening of our new main entrance, the walk
for the homeless (among other service projects),
the middle school retreat, Grandparents Morning,
Catholic Schools Week, and having students attend the
National Christmas Tree Lighting and the State of the
Union address. Our school community is definitely a
blessed one.
Presently our teachers are in the process
of becoming certified catechists through the
Archdiocese’s “Living Catholic” program, our
eighth graders are anxiously waiting to hear of
their acceptances into high school, and each class
is continuing to tackle the Archdiocese’s academic
standards.
The second half of the school calendar is full of
fun and engaging events. These include celebrating
“Read across America,” journeying through Lent,
and designing projects for the upcoming Science Fair.
In addition to Career Day and Field Day we have
also added a new event to our calendar, “A Night of
the Arts.” There is no doubt we have many talented
students who can sing, play an instrument, draw,

•
Academic program… It is a delight to work so
closely with the “Class of 1954.” Thanks to their “Class
of 1954 Challenge” we will be able to completely update
our computer lab. It is through their generosity
that we will be able to purchase new machines, new
printers, and a new Smartboard for the lab. These
upgrades will be enjoyed by all students and staff.
•
Physical plant… Lastly, thanks to funding
from the Consortium of Catholic Academies we will
be able to convert the school’s garage to a music
classroom. This new room will house all of our music
classes and band lessons. This will put a greater
emphasis on our already strong music program.
These three goals are not simple ones to
accomplish. We rely on the prayerful and financial
support of you—our alumni, parishioners, and
friends. Together we can make St. Anthony the school
of choice for parents seeking a high quality, Catholic
education.
Your help in meeting these goals and your
contributions to our “Blue & Gold” scholarship fund
make the difference. With a 3 percent tuition increase,
the demand for tuition assistance will also increase.
Like you, I believe no child should be denied a
Catholic education because of finances. We have a rich
92-year history and our story continues as the good
news of a St. Anthony education spreads. On behalf
of our faculty, staff, and families I thank you for your
loyalty and generosity. May you be blessed in every
way for remembering our dear St. Anthony Catholic
School.
In Christ,
Michael Thomasian
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Donor Profile * Donor Profile * Donor Profile
A close-knit community

Growing up in Brookland and its surrounding
neighborhoods in the 1950s was something of an idyllic
time, according to Joe Shehade G.S. ‘57.
“All our houses were the same,” said his wife
Carole Blancke Shehade G.S. ‘58/H.S. ‘62, who began
dating Joe when she was a senior at St. Anthony High
School, and he was a freshman at the University of
Maryland, after his graduation from Archbishop
Carroll High School. “There were no McMansions
or fancy cars,” with the rowhouses eliminating the
source of much envy and conceit between neighbors.
Children were not inured by drugs and sex.
“Police didn’t take anything from anyone,” Joe
recalled. “Nuns got respect and instilled a certain level
of fear,” he said, during a visit back at St. Anthony
Parish.
During the Eisenhower Administration in the
1950s, the United States was not at war, and returning
veterans from World War II had ample single family
homes to purchase. In addition, a man could work a
full-time job such as meat cutting, milk delivery, or

Congratulations
Frances Anita (Sessa) Bryner H.S. ‘60 and her
husband Bill Bryner celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary on December 7, 2013. Fran and Bill
have lived in Waldorf, Md., for 45 years, and raised
their five children there. They now also have four
grandchildren. Fran attends all the reunions as well
as other luncheons with St. Anthony High School class
of 1960 friends.

construction and support a family, allowing many
wives to stay at home. Divorce was rare, and there was
such a stigma associated with it that divorced people
had a hard time getting hired.
He and his wife of 48 years remember Benedictine
sisters from St. Anthony walking with their classes
down Twelfth Street, N.E., to the Newton Theater
without chaperones to see religious movies like Quo
Vadis and The Robe. Neighbors weren’t afraid to
correct children in the neighborhood. St. Anthony
seemed to be the center of the community life, stores
were closed on Sundays, and most everyone seemed to
be Catholic. If the nuns didn’t see you at 9 a.m. Mass
on a Sunday, you’d hear about it during the week.
Carole Shehade remembers growing up in
Avondale and walking home with about 15 fellow St.
Anthony students each afternoon, saying goodbye to
each student as he or she reached home and stopping
by the store to drink a coke in the middle of the walk.
“Our class was so small – 72 kids – that everybody
knew everybody,” she recalled.
She was touched when Mr. Krueger, a lay teacher
who was working toward his doctorate at Catholic
University of America, wrote her a letter after her
graduation about how much he enjoyed having her as
a student. “You just don’t see that anymore,” she said
of such thoughtful letters.
The Shehades remember May Processions when
the police would close off Monroe Street to enable the
students, staff and priests to process around the block.
St. Anthony High School coeds attending the Senior
Prom had to present themselves to the Benedictine
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Sisters before going to the prom to ensure their dress
was sufficiently modest. Carole had to cover up her
strapless dress.
One teacher who left an indelible impression on
Joe Shehade was Sister Maurice, his eighth grade
teacher. “Mean as hell (and) tough as hell,” is how
he described her. “She was ahead of her time in
understanding psychology, and how she could harness
it to encourage competition,” Joe said. Misbehaving
students earned a spot in the Sleepy Hollow row,
which meant they would get extra homework at the
end of the week.
Regarding his learning the Catholic faith from her,
he said with a smile, “She almost beat Jesus into you.”
The distinction between a mortal sin and a venial sin
was clear to all eighth graders.

that persisted in the 1950s in Washington, D.C. In
deciding whether or not to take a class trip to the
National Zoo or Glen Echo Park, the Grade School
Class of 1957 didn’t know that their two AfricanAmerican classmates would not be able to accompany
them on a trip to Glen Echo until Sister Maurice told
them, with the two classmates, Alvin Robinson G.S. ‘57
and Leo Bryant ‘57, out of the classroom at the time.
Upset by this inequality, the class quickly decided to
visit the National Zoo instead.
The Shehades are particulary appreciative of the
dedication demonstrated by the Benedictine Sisters of
Elizabeth showed during their St. Anthony education.

Sister Maurice’s human side was shown by
her warm embrace of returning alumni, and her
insistence that New York Yankee World Series games
be viewed during October classtime. Since Joe had a
cousin who attended Anacostia Senior High School,
a rumor went around the class that he wanted the
Anacostia Indians to defeat the St. John’s College High
School Johnnies, and Sister Maurice confronted him
in front of the class for his supposed support for such a
“pagan” institution, he fondly recalled.
Such was Sister Maurice’s control over the class
that many incoming eighth grade students knew
before the first day of school to tie their pencils to
their desk, since a pencil rolling off a desk might incur
her wrath. Many of Joe’s classmates recall Sister
Maurice fondly and said she helped prepare them for
success in life.

Through the St. Anthony High School Class of 1954
Challenge, alumni are raising $54,000, which will allow St.
Anthony School to completely replace all of the computers
in our computer lab. After some updating the former lab
computers will be distributed among the classrooms.

The Shehades, who have four children and 10
grandchildren, live in Anne Arundel County. They
support St. Anthony Catholic School because they see
the consistency in the school’s mission from when
they attended the school, even amidst a changing
Brookland and evolving society.
Newman Bookstore may close, Turkey Thicket
may undergo construction, and Brookland Market
and other new buildings may sprout up and open,
but a visitor to St. Anthony will likely see the kinds
of photos and artwork he saw as a student – a photo
of George Washington and an alphabet, for example,
which he saw during a visit with his sons 20 years ago.
St. Anthony students still play on the blacktop behind
the school.
“I was crushed when the high school closed,”
Carole said. She supports the school because she
would like to see it continue its mission.
The couple is not blind to the racial inequalities

Help us rebuild/ refurbish
the students' computer lab!
$32,015 has been donated
$21,985 NEEDED
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Nifty Fifty program brings
geologist to St. Anthony
Neslyn Moore

On Wednesday, February 19, St. Anthony Catholic
School’s middle school students had the privilege of
hearing Dr. Elizabeth Cottrell speak about her career
as a geologist.
Dr. Cottrell directs the Global Volcanism Program
at the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum
of Natural History. Her research interests include
studying the long term evolution of the planet, from
the mechanism and chemical signature of planetary
core formation 4.5 billion years ago, to the surface
expression of Earth’s interior today at volcanoes
around the globe, according to the Smithsonian
Institute’s website. She studies rocks, oxides and
metals, under deep Earth conditions of high pressure.
She spoke as part of the USA Science and
Engineering Festival’s Nifty Fifty Program. This
program is presented by InfoComm International,
which sends more than 150 top scientists and
engineers into Washington, DC area middle schools
and high schools during the 2013-2014 school year,
including St. Anthony, to encourage students to
consider studying and working in science, technology,
engineering and mathematics.
Dr. Cottrell not only shared about her career as a
scientist but she came to ignite students’ passion for
science and engineering.
“She was amazing,” exclaimed one middle school
student following the presentation.
Neslyn Moore is vice principal at St. Anthony
Catholic School.

Dr. Elizabeth Cottrell works with St. Anthony students.

Obituary*Obituary*Obituary
Mary Anne (Sessa) Murry
Bert Byner

Mary Anne (Sessa) Murry G.S. ‘64/H.S. ‘68
died on January 3, 2014, following a battle with
Amyloiddosis, an auto-immune disease for which
there is no cure.
Mary Anne was 63 years old and blue and gold
to the core. She was also very religious and spent
her last months attending daily Mass at Our Lady
of the Snows, in Reno, Nevada, as well as praying
to her favorite saints, St. Anthony, St. Francis of
Assisi, St. Padre Pio and talking to her guardian
angel. She prayed for her family and friends and
for eternal peace.
Mrs. Murry, who resided in Reno for more than
30 years, is survived by her husband, Joe, and her
sons, Danny and Mike, daughter-in-law, Gillete,
and 1 year old grandson, Luken Rainbird Murry.
Mary Anne cherished her friends at St.
Anthony, and returned to the East Coast each
summer to join the Sessa family at Ocean City,
New Jersey. She also came to her class’s reunions
and enjoyed coming home to St. Anthony where
she spent most of her childhood (grades 1-12). The
funeral Mass was celebrated at Our Lady of the
Snows, in Reno, Nevada, on January 24, 2014.
A Memorial Mass was celebrated at Our Lady
Help of Christians, Waldorf, MD, on January 18,
2014, with a group of her St. Anthony friends.

For the second year, our students attended the St. Thomas
Aquinas Mass at the National Shrine. Here our students
receive communion from Rev. Ken Letoil, O.P., Prior of the
Dominican House of Studies.
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Black History Month

On February 21, St. Anthony
Catholic School held a school
assembly to celebrate Black History
Month.
Mr. Michael Thomasian,
principal, urged the students to
honor their African-American
forebears who struggled under
unjust laws and eventually earned
civil rights, largely through
non-violent means. Each grade
presented a poem, song, or class
project that they worked on during
the month.
Overcoming a deficient
microphone in a crowded Margot
Hall, he urged the 231 students
to excel in the classroom and
remember that what they do on the
playground, on the basketball court,
in the classroom, on the phone or on
the computer matters.

Living Catholic Faith
Formation
This academic year, St. Anthony Catholic
School is participating in Living Catholic, a
two-year foundational program adopted by the
Archdiocese of Washington. Living Catholic is a
program that consists of an opening and closing
workshop, four online lessons, and six courses.
St. Anthony Catholic School has served as
the main site for Living Catholic professional
development sessions for the four-school
Consortium of Catholic Academies.

Upcoming Events
Fourth Annual Gala & Silent Auction
Pryzbyla Center Catholic University of
America
June 14, 2014 Tickets: $50.00 per person
Help Needed: auction items, program ads, and
ticket sales.
A special invitation to the St. Anthony Grade
School Class of 1954 and 1989 and the St. Anthony
High School Class of 1954 to attend the event.

Pizza Party to benefit St. Anthony’s
Legacy Foundation
Saturday, April 5, 2014, 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Zio’s Restaurant in Gaithersburg, Md.
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Address changes for the Blue & Gold? News about class reunions, alumni of the school and
other information of interest to our readership? Please contact Bill Murray at 240-418-5427
or billm@developassociates.com
Visit St. Anthony Catholic School’s website:

www.StAnthonySchoolDC.org
A school you can believe in.

