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Dear Alumni, Parents and
Friends of St. Anthony,
In the beginning, the
LORD God planted a
garden in Eden, in the
east, and there he put the
man whom he had formed,
and given the breath of
life to work it and keep it.
This
second
account
of creation always rings true to us in the season of
Spring, when we celebrate new life in all its splendor
and diversity. It is no accident that Easter, Mother’s
Day, Father’s Day, First Communions, Pentecost,
Confirmations, Graduations, and Weddings are
concentrated around Spring; there is something
intuitively obvious about the placing of these
celebrations in a season in which creation itself fairly
shouts “New Birth!”

three stories. The first story concerns our fourth
graders, the second our class of 2013, and the third one,
you and me.
Two of our 4th graders were invited to sit with His
Eminence Donald Cardinal Wuerl in Speaker John
Boehner’s box for President Barak Obama’s State of the
Union Address last February, a boy and a girl. Truly
this was a once in a lifetime opportunity. As if that was
not enough, they were also interviewed by Matt Lauer
of “Good Morning America,” and was he ever in for a
surprise or two!
When asked whether they thought the President and
the Speaker would soon come to an agreement on
important policy issues, one of our students reminded
him that the men were of different political parties.
When he followed up with an “OK, but do you think the
two men are friends on a personal level?” the response
was “That’s a 5th Grade question!” “Out of the mouths
of babes” (Psalm 8) indeed!

Here at St. Anthony of Padua Parish, in the heart of
“Little Rome,” the Feast of our patron, St. Anthony of
Padua, truly “the Saint of All the World,” is celebrated
on June 13th each year, very close to the date on which
our St. Anthony Catholic School graduates commence
the next stage of their journey.

Our Graduates are also wise beyond their years. On
Holy Thursday, as the culmination of the school’s
canned food drive for our “St. Anthony Bread/St.
Vincent de Paul” food pantry ended, the number one
topic of conversation was whether Francis our Pope
would be washing the feet of just boys, or boys and girls.

Graduation this year will be celebrated on the First
Friday of June, June 7, 2013, and our Graduation
Speaker will be Mr. John T. Butler, a graduate of
both our Grade School (1966) and High School (1970).
Mr. Butler is the first Secretary for Development for
the Archdiocese of Washington, and great things are
expected of this “Double Tony” so to speak!

The entire school has been caught up in the excitement
of the election of our new Pope, and the significance
of his enacting this ritual at a prison for young
lawbreakers was not lost on them. They could sense
the logic of what the Pope was doing in proclaiming the
Gospel in this way, and probably were not surprised to
learn that night that some of the boys and girls whose
feet were washed were Muslim. Imagine, the Pope
washing their feet not because they were Catholic, but
because he is!

We justly have great expectations of all our graduates,
which is why such time, talent and treasure have been
invested in their development as servant leaders of
generations as yet unborn.
Two stories from this school year capture the hopes we
have for this school and its graduates, well, actually,

Finally, the word of God proclaims, “As the earth
brings forth its plants, and a garden makes its growth

(Continued on Page 7)
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Tsion Abera ’09 to graduate valedictorian at
Archbishop Carroll High School
Within a few months of giving the
valedictorian address at Archbishop
Carroll High School’s Class of 2013
graduation at the National Shrine
of the Immaculate Conception on
May 23, Tsion Abera ’09 will enter
her freshman year at Dartmouth
University, having chosen the Ivy
League school over Georgetown
University.
“I’m more excited than nervous. I
love the academics and the school,”
Tsion said of Dartmouth.
“We’re very proud and excited for
Tsion and her family,” said Michael
Thomasian, principal of St. Anthony. “Her admission
to Dartmouth came after years of dedicated work.”
A native of Ethiopia who came to the U.S. at the age of 8
after living for a time in England, Tsion graduated from
St. Anthony Catholic School after four years studying
at the Brookland school.
She cites Mr. John Devereaux, the former teacher at
St. Anthony, a primary influence on her development.
“Mr. Devereaux totally changed my life,” Tsion said.

In Memorium
Eileen Frances Ballenger G.S. ‘54
John Ballenger G.S. ‘45/H.S. ‘49
Charles Issing H.S. ‘46
Elizabeth Loughlin H.S. ‘50

“He was more of a counselor for me,
teaching me how to study and think.”
Mr. Devereaux taught Tsion History
for three years.
“I received a lot of guidance,” Tsion
said of her four years at St. Anthony,
which came after she initially
attended Brookland Elementary
School.
At St. Anthony, Tsion played
basketball and flag football. She
also sang in the Gospel Choir and
participated in the Book Club,
Cheerleading and the Yearbook Club.
“The teachers were my favorite part”
of St. Anthony, she recalled. “They help guide you in
the direction you want to go in.”
Tsion plans to be a Pre-Med major at Dartmouth and
graduates the top of her class at Archbishop Carroll after
completing the rigorous International Baccalaureate
program there, which came after she took two years of
honors classes. Tsion was also a member of the National
Honor Society, Debate, Mock Trial, Student Council
and Middle School Assessment team at Archbishop
Carroll. She played soccer and volleyball.
“It’s a reality check,” Tsion said of her plans to enter a
predominantly white school such as Dartmouth, after
more than eight years at predominantly black schools
such as St. Anthony and Archbishop Carroll. “It is a
preparation for the real world.”
Tsion’s brother, Meckias Abera, is a sixth grade student
at St. Anthony.

Please pray for the deceased.

Make an Online Donation
Mission Statement
St. Anthony Catholic School’s mission is
to prepare its students for lives of service
and leadership rooted in the Catholic
values of faith, hope, and love.

If you’d like to save a stamp and support
St. Anthony Catholic School, please visit
our website at www.stanthonyschooldc.
org, where you can make a secure donation
using your American Express, Discover,
Mastercard or Visa card. Thank you for
supporting St. Anthony Catholic School.
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From the Principal’s Desk
including their outstanding acceptance rate into the
region’s best Catholic high schools—Archbishop
Carroll, Bishop McNamara, DeMatha, Don Bosco,
Georgetown Visitation, Gonzaga, Good Counsel, The
Heights, Palloti, Elizabeth Seton, and St. John’s.
Please join me in honoring our graduates on June 7th
at 7:00 PM in the church. I am confident these youngest
alumni will make us proud as they begin their high
school careers.

Principal Thomasian stands proudly with members
of the Class of 2013.

Dear Friends and Alumni of St. Anthony,
Like many people, I love the spring! The snow has
melted, tulips and daffodils are in bloom, and daylight
savings time allows us extra hours of sunshine to enjoy.
For those in the St. Anthony family, spring also means a
full calendar. The Science Fair, the sold-out “Seussical”
Spring musical, Career Day, First Holy Communion,
the May Crowning, Field Day, and the Children’s Fair
are just some of the exciting things happening this
time of year. These occasions give our students the
opportunities to both live out their faith and to shine as
scientists, actors and actresses, and athletes. Thanks to
a talented and dedicated faculty and committed parents
we are able to add so much to the students’ experience
here at St. Anthony Catholic School.
The eighth grade retreat at Our Lady of Mattaponi,
the baccalaureate Mass and commencement are also
upcoming and greatly anticipated events. This year we
are honored to have Mr. John Butler, a graduate of our
grade school (1966) and high school (1970), serve as our
commencement speaker. Mr. Butler formerly served
as president of Archbishop Carroll High School and
currently serves as the Archdiocese of Washington’s
first Secretary for Development.
The “Class of 2013” is a wonderful group of young
people. They are bright, talented, and truly demonstrate
“blue and gold” spirit. I am proud of their successes

Many folks are working with me to organize our
Saturday, June 15th Third Annual Gala & Silent
Auction. We are excited to have our dinner, dance,
and silent auction at Catholic University’s Pryzbyla
Center. In addition to being a fun night, this signature
event allows us the opportunity to honor Monsignor
Richard Burton, the former pastor of St. Anthony
Catholic Church. Monsignor Burton is celebrating
his 50th anniversary of priestly ordination and will
be recognized for his service and dedication to our
school. Your participation is needed to make our third
event the best one yet. We are still seeking auction gifts
and advertisements/ sponsorships for our souvenir
program, but most importantly we want you, the
alumni and friends of St. Anthony, to attend the gala.
Tickets are on sale for $50.00 each and can be purchased
from our website or by calling the school office. As
always, your support is appreciated.
St. Anthony will be open most of the summer. We
will host a summer program for Pre-K, Kindergarten,
first grade, and second grade students. The summer
program will consist of academic enrichment, physical
education, art, and field trips. We will also host
summer school for third-seventh grade students who
need academic support. Lastly, we will continue our
partnership with the Youth Leadership Foundation’s
PALS program. PALS is a mentoring/ enrichment
program for young women in grades 3-12 sponsored by
the Youth Leadership Foundation of Washington, D.C.
Again, I look forward to catching up with friends and
alumni on June 15th! I hope you are able to join us.
Peace,

Michael Thomasian
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Alumnus John T. Butler to speak at graduation
Announced as Secretary for Development
for the Archdiocese of Washington in
April, John T. Butler G.S. ‘66/H.S. ’70 will
serve as the graduation speaker for St.
Anthony Catholic School on Friday June
7 at 7 p.m. at St. Anthony Catholic Church.
Butler is the chief development officer
for the Archdiocese of Washington. In his
new role, he works closely with Donald
Cardinal Wuerl of Washington and leads
the Archdiocese’s philanthropic and
fundraising efforts through the annual
Cardinal’s Appeal, a parish offertory
program, a tuition assistance fund and planned giving.
Mr. Butler played basketball under the famed John
Thompson II at St. Anthony High School, later serving as

president from 1995 to 2006 at Archbishop
Carroll High School in Washington, D.C.,
following his time serving as a teacher
and administrator at Mackin Catholic
High School. At Archbishop Carroll,
Butler completed the school’s first capital
campaign, an initiative that raised $3.5
million to support the co-ed school.
He subsequently served as vice president
for university advancement at Mt.
St. Mary’s College in Emmitsburg,
Md., and as associate vice president
for institutional advancement at the
University of the District of Columbia. At Mt. St.
Mary’s, Butler completed the largest campaign in
the university’s history, its $60 million Generations:
Campaign for the Third Century.

2012-2013 Theme: Fill us, Lord, with passion for the possible.

Catholic University of American music majors partnered
with our band students in a new tutorial program.

Fr. Fred poses with student/parishioner altar servers at St.
Anthony of Padua Catholic Church.

As guests of House Speaker John Boehner, St. Anthony
School students attended the U.S. Capitol Statuary Hall
unveiling of the Rosa Parks statue, fifty-eight years after
she refused to give up her seat on a city bus in Montgomery,
Ala. In addition to President Barack Obama, Congressional
leaders, and family members of the civil rights icon, U.S.
Attorney General Eric Holder attended the event and posed
with St. Anthony School students.

Class of 2013
Sodality scholarship winners pose with Principal Michael
Thomasian and Mary Sklenear, Prefect of the Sodality.

St. Anthony Legacy Foundation hosted its annual pizza
dinner on April 6, 2013, at Zio’s Restaurant in Gaithersburg,
Md. Proceeds benefit the Legancy’s scholarship program.

First Holy Communion
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Congratulations to Allan Snow and the PreK class at St. Anthony Catholic School, who donated the largest volume of
canned goods for our Lenten Food Drive!

Letters to the Editor
Thank you so much for the email of
the February issue of the St. Anthony
E-Newsletter. I am delighted to see my old
school progressing so well in educating these
beautiful little children. I was blessed with a
4-year scholarship to St. Anthony’s and still
often think of my days there and the friends I
made, some of whom are still in my life.
God bless you and your staff for your continued
efforts in guiding these children on their life’s
paths. In the end, it’s up to them where they
go in life, but be assured St. Anthony’s plays
a very large part in the decisions they make.
God bless you, our School and the children it
guides. You have my prayers for continued
success.
Regina E.Butler (nee Fowler)

Congratulations note
to Msgr. Burton
Congratulations Rev. Msgr. Richard W.
Burton, former pastor of St. Anthony
Catholic Church and great champion
of St. Anthony Catholic School – 50th
anniversary priestly ordination – Mass
of Thanksgiving celebrated May 19, 2013
St. Anthony Catholic Church
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Thank you to all Career Day
Speakers – May 2
St. Anthony Catholic School

Upcoming Events
Class of 2013 Graduation
St. Anthony Catholic Church
Friday, June 7, 2013 7:00 p.m.
Gala & Silent Auction
Tickets: $50.00
Pryzbyla Center
Catholic University of America
Tickets: www.stanthonyschooldc.org
All proceeds benefit St. Anthony Catholic School.
Please call the school at 202-526-4657 for more
information.

Planned Giving Corner
After you’ve taken care of your family and
loved ones, please remember St. Anthony
Catholic School of Washington, D.C in your
estate plans. Thank you.

From the Pastor
(Continued from Page 1)
spring up, so will the Lord God make justice and praise
spring up before all the nations!” (Is. 61:11-12) and it is
happening again here at St. Anthony Catholic School
in and through your continued generosity and support.
Last year, in addition to the immeasurable gift of your
prayers, on which everything depends, as Christ is our
only wealth, almost 250 of you contributed more than
$85,000.00 in 2012.
“The gift you have received, give as a gift,” the Gospel
exhorts us (Mt. 10:8), and for you this is a way of life. It
is our hope that our graduates will also embrace giving
as the true prosperity Gospel, so that the good work that
God has begun in our midst he will bring to completion.
In this hope we remember with Pope John Paul II: “The
future for us remains an unknown quantity, which we
now accept without anxiety. Love has overcome anxiety.
The future depends on love.”
Peace,

Fr. Fred

P.S. Please try to attend our 3rd Annual Gala
on June 15th. If you are unable to join us in
person, please participate via our website at
www.stanthonyschooldc.org.
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Interested in serving as a Class Agent? Able to provide address updates for alumni
and friends? Please contact Bill Murray at billm@developassociates.com or 240-418-5427.
Visit St. Anthony Catholic School’s website:

www.StAnthonySchoolDC.org
A school you can believe in.

