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Dear Alumni and Friends,
With the Feast of All Saints, we enter
into the holiday season, really, a season
of holy days. We celebrate All Saints,
All Souls, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving,
Christmas, and New Year’s Day in such
quick succession that sometimes it
seems like one continuous celebration
to close out one year and begin the next.
With Christmas at the center, this is at
it should be, since Christmas is not just
a day, or even twelve days, but a season
that reshapes the way we conceive of
time.
The mystery of the Incarnation is that eternity
stepped into time, changing it from within, and opening
up a way to experience, even now, eternal life. “Living
is to love him, serving him to know his freedom” the
song goes, for the appearance of Emmanuel in the flesh;
his conquest of death in the flesh; and his resurrection
and Ascension in the flesh; gives life a whole new
horizon and a definite direction. With Mary we ask,
“how can this be?” with Mary we receive the gifts of
Pentecost; with Mary we go to Bethlehem, that “house
of bread” to receive the bread of life and become God’s
handiwork, equipped for every good work.
St. Anthony Catholic School is holy ground,
consecrated by the sacrifices of not just hundreds, but
literally thousands, of parents and graduates, teachers,
lay and religious, priests and pastors who have served
here before us. Not a week goes by that our Principal,
Mr. Thomasian and I do not hear from a recent, or not
so recent, graduate coming home, announced or not,
for a visit to this sacred space. It is always a joy when
they do so, proof in the flesh that the Communion of
Saints really exists; proof that time and eternity are
linked. Our returnees are not only always genuinely
interested in the health of their school, but their visits
demonstrate that their time on campus was not really
“past” for them. Whether their time with us was just a

year, or even twelve, for them it was a
season that transformed the way they
understand the time that is their life.
No St. Anthony graduate is stuck
in
boring
“same-old,
same-old”
chronology, let alone fate. They tell
instead of their life as an “Advent,”
an adventure of life as an unfolding of
the promises of God, who is love. Often
our graduates mention how their time
here prepared them to celebrate al the
seasons of their lives.
St. Anthony Catholic School exists
so that the next generation of children
will be equipped with these same “Be” attitudes, not
just keeping the commandments, that is, avoiding the
“Don’ts” but excited about putting their faith in action.
It exists so that by the gift of faith in Jesus, our students
might imitate him who became a total gift for us,
becoming servant leaders who give themselves away
totally, as he did, and receive the promised thirty, or
sixty, or hundredfold return.
It exists, as the photos and stories of generosity
in this issue attest, because generous people like you
make an awesome return for that thirty or sixty or
hundredfold you have received, giving “the gift you
have received as a gift” so that those who give thanks
can be multiplied,
As we enter the Advent Season, and prepare again
for Christmas, let me close with the “Be” attitude of
hope we impart to our students with Pope John Paul
II: “The future for us remains an unknown quantity,
which we now accept without anxiety, love has
overcome anxiety, the future depends on love.”
A Blessed and Merry Christmas, and a joyous New
Year, to you all!
Grace and Peace,

Fr. Fred
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ACE Bus Visits
St. Anthony School
The Alliance for Catholic Education (ACE) bus from
the University of Notre Dame rolled into Brookland on
Oct. 25, visiting St. Anthony Catholic School as part of
a national tour to call attention to the value of Catholic
schools. Excited St. Anthony Catholic School students
lined Twelfth Street and Monroe Streets on the fall
morning as part of the boisterous welcome for the ACE
bus.
Mr. Michael Thomasian, principal of St. Anthony
Catholic School, who holds a Master’s degree in
Educational Leadership from Notre Dame through
the Mary Ann Remick Leadership Program, gave
welcoming remarks to the ACE contingent, which
included Fr. Tim Scully, C.S.C., ACE founder, and Fr.
Lou DelFra, C.S.C.
“ACE has blessed the church by its determination to
sustain, strengthen, and transform Catholic schools,”
Thomasian said. “Our courses were intense, but more
importantly they were designed for future Catholic
school administrators. Scripture, prayer, and church
teachings were incorporated into each class,” he said of
his two-and-a-half years of studies at the University of
Notre Dame, which he completed while working at St.
Anthony Catholic School in Brookland.

gave a reflection about her experiences teaching in a
Catholic school.
Rev. Mr. Bert L’Homme, superintendant of
Catholic schools for the Archdiocese of Washington,
Ms. Marguerite Conley, executive director of the
Consortium of Catholic Academies, Most Rev. Barry
Knestout, auxiliary bishop of the Archdiocese of
Washington, and members of the Archbishop Carroll
High School community also attended the event.

St. Anthony awards $60,000 in tuition
aid through generosity of our donors

Rev. Fred Close, pastor, led the group in prayer
inside St. Anthony Catholic School, and Ms. Whitney
Turner, a St. Anthony teacher who is an ACE volunteer,

Fr. Fred Close, pastor of St. Anthony of Padua
Catholic Church (left), and Michael Thomasian,
principal of St. Anthony Catholic School (right)
present to Donald Cardinal Wuerl of Washington
and Ms. Marguerite Conley, executive director of the
Consortium of Catholic Academies, a $60,000 check
for tuition assistance for St. Anthony students for
the 2013-2014 school year.
Most Rev. Barry Knestout, auxiliary bishop of Washington,
with Michael Thomasian of St. Anthony and Fr. Fred Close of
St. Anthony.

Thank you to all of our donors for making this
possible!
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From the Principal’s Desk
Dear Alumni, Parents, and
Parishioners:
My hope is that you enjoyed the fall
season and were able to appreciate all
of the beauty that comes with it. Fall
fun at St. Anthony Catholic School
included the traditional festivities—
participation in the “Hoops for Hope”
basketball clinic, the middle school
N. E. T. Retreat, a trip to the pumpkin
patch, trick or treating at Carroll
Manor, and of course our Thanksgiving
canned food drive to benefit the parish’s
St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry.
The Consortium also hosted its tenth annual
fundraising event, The Boehner-Feinstein-Williams
Dinner. Here our students welcomed guests, promoted
our school, and introduced the House Speaker John
Boehner to the audience of 900 attendees.
In the midst of tackling a rigorous academic
program, our students raised funds for Mary House,
collected winter coats for Catholic Charities, donated
supplies to the McKenna Center, and gathered pop tabs
for the Ronald McDonald House. There has not been a
dull day on campus yet!
Advent is now upon us. Over these four weeks we
refocus our hearts and minds on the great mystery of
the Incarnation. We are called to repent, to pray, and to
do acts of charity in preparation of Christ’s birth.
For me Advent is also an ideal opportunity to count
your blessings and to show gratitude. Our school
community is blessed in countless ways. First and
foremost we have a talented and dedicated faculty and
staff. I can lead with confidence knowing my colleagues
are such strong teachers. Next, for a third straight year
our enrollment has increased. I am pleased to share
that our 228 students almost fill all of our classrooms to

P.S. - A special thanks to the St. Anthony
Legacy Foundation (SALF) for their
continued involvement in sponsoring one of
our students to attend St. Anthony Catholic
School. Thank you to all who organized the
Nov. 2 pizza dinner for SALF and those who
attended the event.

capacity. The negative trend affecting
many urban Catholic schools is not our
experience.
In addition, the renovations we
were able to complete have made
a significant impact on our school.
The new Pre-K3 classroom, the new
entrance and lobby, and the new
office space dramatically improve our
image and boost morale. Lastly, I feel a
greater sense of support from so many
sources—you, the alumni, parents, and
parishioners of St. Anthony as well
as from organizations like “Hoops for
Hope,” St. Leo’s girl scouts, Christ Child, the Shepherd
Foundation, Catholic University, Georgetown, and The
University of Notre Dame. Catholic education is only
made possible through the sacrifice and faithfulness
of folks like you. The gospel of Matthew 6:21 tell us
“wherever your treasure is, there will your heart be
too.”
Over the past few months I have heard great stories
from a handful of alumni have who have dropped by for
a visit or who have taken the time to call me to check-in.
Thank you! Whether you are a grade school graduate,
high school graduate, parishioner, or former teacher
do know you are always welcome at 3400 12th Street.
The school you loved years ago remains your school
and is always ready to have you come home! Please
keep the needs of our school in your prayers.
May this Advent season be a source of peace, hope,
and love for you and your family.
In Christ,

Michael Thomasian
Principal

Planned Giving Corner
After taking care of your family, please
consider making a provision for St. Anthony
Catholic School in your will or bequest. Please
contact Fr. Fred Close, pastor of St. Anthony,
at 202-250-8208 or padrefred@earthlink.net for
more information. Thank you!
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Donor Profile * Donor Profile * Donor Profile
Rev. Msgr. Mark Brennan H.S. ‘65
Msgr. Brennan, who has served as
pastor of St. Martin of Tours Catholic
Church in Gaithersburg, Md., since
2003, oversees a parish where more
than 3,600 people attended Mass one
weekend, according to a Fall 2012 official
count. The cleric’s fluent Spanish helps
greatly in communicating with his
flock.
The seeds of his priestly vocation
may have been planted during his
teenaged years attending high school
in Brookland. Mr. Pederson, history
teacher and football coach at St.
Anthony High School, was the first person to ask Msgr.
Brennan if he’d considered being a priest.
Surrounded by his fellow seniors, the future cleric
answered, “No.” Following his graduation from St.
Anthony High School, Msgr. Brennan matriculated to
Brown University in Rhode Island. He felt well prepared
for the rigors of an Ivy League education, with his St.
Anthony High School humanities education received
at the hands of Benedictine sisters, diocesan clergy and
lay instructors particularly strong.
Despite this answer, Msgr. Brennan not only
received a bachelor’s degree in American History from
Brown University but was later ordained a priest of the
Archdiocese of Washington in 1976.
Although Msgr. Brennan didn’t play any sports
at St. Anthony High School – unlike his brother Paul
Brennan H.S. ‘67, who played basketball and football
– he had 11 hour days, out of the house by 7 a..m, and
eventually taking DC Transit Buses to Brookland and
then home to Oxon Hill by 6 p.m. He served as Student
Council President his senior year. Three hours worth
of homework each evening was the rule.
Msgr. Brennan remembers Sister Flavia, O.S.B.,
his high school principal, being “Very fair,” and Sister
Rosemarie, O.S.B., being an very good English teacher.
“It was a good school,” Msgr. Brennan. “I’m glad I went
there.”
Although he didn’t attend St. Anthony Grade
School, Msgr. Brennan faithfully supports the school.
“Northeast Washington needs a Catholic school,”
he said, reflecting on the fact that St. Anthony is the

sole Catholic elementary school in
that quadrant of the nation’s capital,
following the closures of Holy Name
Catholic School and St. Francis de Sales
Catholic School.
Msgr. Brennan and his brother
Paul attended St. Anthony High School
during a time of rapid change in
Brookland and Washington, D.C. When
one looks at the racial composition
of the St. Anthony High School Class
of 1965, for example, one can see that
just three members were black out of
approximately 100 graduates, while
the St. Anthony High School Class of 1968 was split
more evenly between black and white graduates. The
Class of 1965, moreover, was nearly all Catholic, while
later classes has a higher percentage of non-Catholic
students.
Msgr. Brennan recalls the racial sensitivities of
the time, which led to St. Anthony High School and its
music director Dr. Gerard Muller casting alternating
all-black and all-white lead actors to play a couple in a
school production.
Msgr. Brennan spent his first 10 years as a child
in the South Shore of Massachusetts living with his
family. After moving to Oxon Hill, his family attended
St. Thomas More Catholic Church, in Congress Heights,
S.E., but the parish school was full, so Msgr. Brennan
attended a public school.
Back in the 1960s, Msgr. Brennan recalled, public
education in places such as Massachusetts and
Maryland was much different than it is today, since
teachers could speak more freely about the Bible and
sometimes prayed with students. In Massachusetts, at
the public elementary school Msgr. Brennan attended,
one teacher even reminded the Catholic students that
they should attended afterschool Catechism classes at
nearby St. Jerome Catholic Church.
“Things were much different back then,” Msgr.
Brennan said, reflecting on how public educators
now interpret the Establishment Clause of the U.S.
Constitution.
During this environment, Msgr. Brennan wanted to
attend a Catholic high school in part because he hadn’t

(Continued on Page 5)
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A Trip Down Memory Lane
St. Anthony High School Class of 1973

RENEE THERESA SHIELDS “Slim”
Activities: Musical 2,3,4; Pep Club 3,4; Prom
Comm. 3; Service Club 3; Future Secretaries 3
Likes: Parties, pickles, candy, snow, money,
food, capricorns, sports
Dislikes: School, doing nothing, being poor,
prejudiced & bossy persons
Future: Career Girl
Sign: Gagittarius

VINCENT MICHAEL CULLEN “Vinnie”
Activities: Musical 1, 2; Service Club 1,2; Art
Club 2,3,4; French Play 2.
Likes: French Art, Autumn, apples, Homemade
bread, gardening, Chinese food
Dislikes: Studies in the library, W.W., Lonely
people
Future: Horticulture & Flraculture
Sign: Libra

BONITA WHITE “Bo-Bo”
Activities: Pep Club 3; Future Secretaries of
America 3; Prom Committee 3; Musical 2,3
Likes: Fridays, pizza, cars, slacks, easy tests,
slim young men
Dislikes: Spelling tests, shorthand, Monday
mornings, school
Future: Secretary
Sign: Aries

VALERIE JEAN HOLLAND “Val”
Activities: Concert Choir; Sewing Club; Pep
Club 3; Future Secretaries of America 3; Prom
Committee 3; Service Club 3
Likes: E.C.M., basketball, parties, fine dudes,
smoke, “whong”
Dislikes: Benjie E., people who front, St. A
Future: Special Education Teacher, Marriage
Sign: Leo

DAVID EMMANUEL WILSON
“Little Wilson”
Activities: Baseball 2,3,4; Intramural football 2,
3,; Intramural basketball 2,3; chess club 3
Likes: Sports, Baltimore Colts, Bullets, Orioles,
house parties, money, food, playing chess, bowling fine young ladies, girls with a nice personality, playing pin-ball machines.
Dislikes: Immature girls, people who jive
around too much, teachers who are never wrong,
people who are prejudiced
Future: College
Sign: Scorpio

BEVERLY HUGHES “Bev”
Activities: Freshman Glee Club; Pep Club 3;
Prom Committee 3; Future Secretaries of America 3; Concert Choir 1; Sewing Club 1
Likes: W.H., parties, dancing, 1973 cougar, now
fashions
Dislikes: Tests, homework, dull week-ends,
S.A.B.M.P.
Future: Secretary
Sign: Aries

Donor Profile
(Continued from Page 4)
attended CCD classes in seventh or eighth grade.
He enjoys attending the St. Anthony Legacy Foundation
pizza dinners held in Gaithersburg at Zio’s Restaurant,
run by John Beard H.S. ‘68. Proceeds from the events go
to support financial aid at St. Anthony Catholic School.

PHILIP LAFRANCHISE “Fruit of the loom”
Likes: Springtime, girls, A.V., advanced math,
Porsches, Puerto Rico in the summer, Spanada
at picnics.
Dislikes: April weather, stuck up girls, Monday
mornings, rain on Sundays
Future: Veterinarian

GREGORY ALAN SMOAK
“Smoak”
Activities: Track
Likes: Fine women, Fridays, J.L., autumn, getting ripped, Corvairs
Dislikes: Robin Smith, dark green Mustangs,
book reports, Sunday Mornings, tired movies
Future: Architecture
Sign: Sagittarius

And in his current assignment as pastor at St. Martin’s,
his St. Anthony High School education continues to pay
dividends. “My high school French is coming in handy,”
Msgr. Brennan quipped, after holding a brief conversation
in French with a West African parishioner who had come
to see him in the rectory.
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St. Anthony High School Class of 1984
Administration, Faculty & Staff

Rev. Joseph E. Norton
Pastor

Miss Mable Cox
Guidance Counselor,
Psychology

Mr. Calvin Ash
Principal

Mr. Dwight Datcher
Boys Basketball Coach, Girls
Volleyball Coach

Miss Clare Warnagiris
Vice Principal & Dean of
Discipline

Miss Frances Edelen
Art, Pre-Algebra

Mr. Andrew Agostinelli
Mathematics, Computer
Literacy

Mrs. Joycelin Barnes
English, World History

Mr. Reginald Burke
Health Physical Education

Mr. Banjamino Chambliss
Science

Mrs. Roberta Fancher
American History, English

Thank you to the Class of 1954 donors: • Janice C. Alcorn • Ed Brinker • John Cella

• Mary Cullen Baroody • Doris DeSantis • R. Michael Histon • D.W. Ives • Patricia Keegan Grigsby
• Ann B. O’Connell • William C. Pignone • Arthur J. Sattolo • Patricia H. Sattolo • Bernadette Weston
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Alumni Notes*Alumni Notes*Alumni Notes

To celebrate their 30th wedding anniversary, Bill
McLaughlin, GS ’60; HS ’64, and his wife, Rita, spent a
month this spring traveling in Italy, and cruising to the
Greek Isles and Turkey.
Among the numerous sites, they visited many
beautiful churches. The highlights included attending
Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome with the newlyelected Pope Francis, visiting the Basilica of St.
Anthony in Padua, the Basilica of St. Francis in Assisi,
and spending time in Ephesus, Turkey, where they
visited the House of the Virgin Mary and walked
through the ruins where St. Paul spent many years and
wrote his epistles to the Ephesians.

Basilica of St. Anthony (currently under renovation); Bill
and Rita McLaughlin in front of the Basilica

Hoops for Hope presents $15,000
check to St. Anthony

Shauna Garlington Battle H.S.
‘85, an alumna of All Saints High
School, in September was named
General Counsel for Prince
Georges County Public Schools.
PGCPS has approximately 125,000
students.
She is a graduate of Catholic
University of America and the
University of Texas School of Law.
Shauna has worked for PGCPS for
fifteen years.

Mr. Michael Thomasian, principal of St. Anthony
Catholic School, and Rev. Fred Close, pastor of St.
Anthony of Padua Catholic Church, receive a $15,000
check from Brad Knox of annual Hoops for Hope at
the annual Hoops for Hope basketball game between
lobbyists and members of the U.S. Congress at the
George Washington University Smith Center. St.
Anthony students also had a lot of fun at the Hoops
for Hope basketball clinic.

Shauna began her career as a Legislative Counsel
for the Maryland General Assembly and worked for
the school board in Baltimore City before coming to
PGCPS.
She and her husband Kenny have three sons, Joseph,
Kendall and Joshua.
If you have news to share about a St. Anthony School
alumnus, please contact Bill Murray at 240-418-5427 or
billm@developassociates.com.

8

WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST.

Sen. Feinstein
joins the team
Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D.-Calif.) has replaced
former Sen. Joseph I. Lieberman (I-Conn.), who retired
from the U.S. Senate last year, in sponsoring the
Boehner-Feinstein-Williams Dinner in support of the
Consortium of Catholic Academies (CCA).
Lieberman had replaced the late Massachusetts Sen.
Edward M. Kennedy, who served as a co-sponsor before
his 2009 passing. U.S. House of Representatives Speaker
John Boehner (R.-Ohio) and Kennedy had forged a
working relationship while working together on the
No Child Left Behind legislation during the George
W. Bush Administration. The two men launched the
Boehner-Kennedy Dinner in 2003 to support what was
then the dozen-school Center City Consortium, which
disbanded in 2008, leading to the formation of the fourschool CCA. Williams, a Catholic like Boehner, is a
member of the CCA Board of Trustees.
The partial government shutdown over, the Tenth
Anniversary dinner took place on October 23, 2013, at
the Washington Hilton and raised $2 million, the highest
total in the event’s history, showing that Democrats
and Republicans can work together effectively under a
common cause.

Halloween photo Caption:

Boehner’s support for the CCA and his students has
extended well beyond fundraising and his support for
the Opportunity Scholarship Program. He attends an
annual CCA teacher reception and hosts CCA students
at the annual State of the Union address at the U.S.
Capitol. Boehner, who grew up the second of 12 children
in Cincinnati, attended Catholic schools growing up.
The dinner event raises funds to support CCA’s four
schools: St. Anthony, Sacred Heart Catholic Academy,
N.W., St. Francis Xavier Catholic Academy, S.E., and
St. Thomas More Catholic Academy, S.E., in meeting
critical needs, such as tuition assistance, building
maintenance and updated curriculum materials.
The faith that the politicans have shown in the four
CCA schools has been paid back, with 100 percent of the
eighth graders at the four schools graduating on time
in June 2012, and more than 90 percent of these alumni
accepted into prestigious Catholic, private and public
magnet high schools.

St. Anthony Catholic School faculty participated in
a Family Fun Run 5K.
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Upcoming Events
December 11 Open House – 9:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., St.
Anthony Catholic School
December 18 Christmas Concert – 6:30 p.m.,
St. Anthony Catholic Church
January 8 Open House – 9:00 a.m. And 6:30 p.m., St.
Anthony Catholic School
January 29 Open House – 9:00 a.m., St. Anthony
Catholic School
February 12 Open House – 9:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., St.
Anthony Catholic School
Please call the school at 202-526-4657 for more information.
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St. Anthony Students
Walk for Mary House

New Mass Schedule
St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church
12th & Monroe Streets, N.E.
Washington, DC 20017
202-526-8822
Saturday Vigil Mass - 5 p.m.
Sunday Mass – 7:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m.,
12:00 Noon and 6:30 p.m.
Daily Masses in the Holy Family Chapel:
8:00 a.m., and 12:00 Noon; Saturday 8:00 a.m.
Come join us!

Thanksgiving Food Drive

Heeding the call of Pope Francis, who has called us to reach out to the
marginalized in our society, St. Anthony students walked and raised
funds for Mary House of Northeast Washington, which provides
transitional housing services, shelter and support programs to
homeless and struggling families

Year-End Giving
Please consider making a donation at this
year end to benefit St. Anthony Catholic School.
You can make a credit card donation at www.
stanthonyschooldc.org or through credit card or
check by using the enclosed envelope. We can also
accommodate donors who would like to make a gift
of stock. All donations postmarked by Dec. 31 are
fully tax deductible according to the regulations of
the IRS. Thank you for helping our students!

St. Anthony Catholic School’s Thanksgiving canned food drive
benefited the parish’s St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry. In this photo,
Rev. Fred Close, pastor of St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church,
blesses the food inside of our church.

The staff of St.
Anthony Catholic
School wish you
and yours a blessed
Christmas and a
Happy New Year!
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Interested in serving as a Class Agent? Able to provide address updates for alumni
and friends? Please contact Bill Murray at billm@developassociates.com or 240-418-5427.
Visit St. Anthony Catholic School’s website:

www.StAnthonySchoolDC.org
A school you can believe in.

