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2016-2017 Theme:
“Make Me a Channel of Your Peace.”

Mrs. Horne Wins
Prestigious ADW
Award

April 12 ended up being a day of
surprises for Mrs. Judith Horne, no
ordinary Wednesday.
The first grade teacher at St. Anthony
Catholic School found out from her
principal, Mr. Michael Thomasian,
during a morning meeting that she was
to receive the prestigious Golden Apple
Award for excellence in teaching from
the Archdiocese of Washington. She is
the first St. Anthony teacher and also
the first teacher from the four-school
Consortium of Catholic Academies
that St. Anthony is a part of to receive
the prestigious Golden Apple Award.
As Mrs. Horne walked into Margot Hall
with Mr. Thomasian and an entourage
that included her students, an
assembled group of students, parents,
and staff sang “Celebrate” by Kool and

the Gang. Judith’s husband and two of
their three children were present.
During the impromptu convocation in
a crowded Margot Hall, speaker after
speaker heaped praise on Mrs. Horne.
Thomasian mentioned how Mrs. Horne
is so dedicated to her students that she
went to a parent’s workplace to meet
with him or her, since the parent could
not come to St. Anthony for parentteacher conferences.
Mrs.
Horne’s
lesson
planning,
teaching, and work with her students,
parents, and fellow staff show her love
for her teaching vocation, according to
Thomasian.
Ms. Marguerite Conley, executive
director of the Consortium of Catholic
Academies, described Mrs. Horne as a
“lifelong learner,” whose commitment
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is obvious in the way she meets
students where they are academically
and spiritually while still trying to move
them forward.
Fr. Fred Close, pastor, Ms. Chanda
Foreman, second grade teacher, Ms.
Kathleen Downey, Pre-K4 teacher,
and
Mrs.
Anderson,
associate
superintendent for Academics and
School Leadership in the Catholic
Schools Office of the Archdiocese of
Washington, also spoke on behalf of
Mrs. Horne’s work.
www.stanthonyschooldc.org

From the
Principal’s
Desk
Dear Alumni, Parishioners, and
Friends:
Classes are officially at recess for the
summer! As I look back at our 95th
year I’m happy to share our school’s
top five blessings.
#1 In early July we launched a rather
spontaneous fund raising effort
to build a new playground for
our children. Your generosity
was overwhelming. In no time we
resurfaced the area, installed play
equipment, built a fence, planted
trees, and scheduled the ribbon
cutting and blessing. Today this
area is a popular spot that has
greatly improved our students’ St.
Anthony experience. This project
reminded us that great things can
happen when concerned and
caring folks come together.
#2 Our instructional team, including
two newly assigned Dominican
Sisters of the St. Cecilia
Congregation, is top-notch.
These professionals are creative,
hard-working, and very talented
instructors. Furthermore, we
announced that St. Anthony and
the Consortium had its firstever “Golden Apple” winner,
Mrs. Judith Horne. Mrs. Horne,
and indeed all of our faculty
and staff,deserve praise and
recognition for their daily efforts.
#3 We continue to educate hearts
and minds for Christ! In addition
to daily religious instruction,
weekly worship at Mass, and
preparation for the sacraments,

St. Anthony students learn to
live out their faith in all they do.
Through classroom and schoolwide service projects our students
helped the parish food pantry,
the Fr. McKenna Center, the Little
Sisters of the Poor’s Jeanne
Jugan Residence, Mary House,
the American Heart Association,
and a handful of other charities.
Additionally students regularly
assisted with the beautification
and maintenance or our own
school grounds. We also
wholeheartedly welcomed new
immigrant and refugee families to
our school community.
#4 Academic excellence remains a
pillar of our school community.
Technology integration, increased
number of Spanish classes,
and data-driven instruction have
contributed to a successful
year. Once again 100% of our
graduates have been accepted
into prestigious Catholic and
private high schools.
#5 Parents and teachers have given
freely of their time and talent to
offer our students after school
sports, clubs and activities. This
year’s after school activities
included student council, book
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club, choir, band, S.T.E.M.
club, and a newly established
debate club. Kudos to our Boys’
Varsity basketball team for an
undefeated season and a city
championship win! Our calendar
included traditional events such
as the Science Fair, Catholic
Schools Week, Career Day, and
“Night of the Arts.” In addition
we added two new events to
celebrate world cultures and
diversity—International Day and
“Taste of Africa.”
I am so proud to share that our school
is alive and well! Your continued
spiritual and financial support allows
us to provide the best education and
opportunities for our students. Thank
you for your continued support and
generosity. Happy Summer!

Michael Thomasian
Principal
Like Us on Facebook!
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From The Pastor’s Desk

Dear Alumni, Parents and Friends of
St. Anthony of Padua,
“As the earth brings forth its plants, and
a garden makes its growth spring up,
so will the Lord God make justice and
praise spring up before all the nations!”
Isaiah 61:11-12 is one of my favorite
verses, especially when we celebrate
new life in all its splendor and diversity.
Creation shouts “New Birth!”
Here at St. Anthony of Padua Parish,
we have many blessings to celebrate
and enact! Our “Golden Apple” Award
winning teacher, Judith Horne, is the
first St. Anthony teacher recognized
by the Archdiocese as one of its top
ten educators. Our Class of 2017
commenced the next stage of their
journey with Baccalaureate Mass
and Graduation on June 1, 2017.
Colonel Alvin Drew, the accomplished
astronaut and 1976 graduate, was our
graduation speaker. Great things are
expected of him, and all graduates!
As the school celebrates its 95th
Anniversary, the parish celebrates
its 125th Anniversary, with Mass with
Cardinal Wuerl on Sunday, September
17th; and an Anniversary Dinner Dance
at CUA on November 4th. Please
save the dates, and contact Deacon

John Feeley if you have memories
or photos to include in the 125th
Anniversary Book he is preparing. He
is at JohnJFeeleyJr@aol.com .
Saint Anthony of Padua parish has
anchored the “garden” God has planted
in “Little Rome” for 125 years. Our
parish includes three National Shrines;
several Monasteries and Convents: The
Catholic University of America; several
Colleges and Graduate Schools;
six Hospitals: Retirement/Nursing
Homes; three Seminaries; Religious
Houses of Formation beyond number;
two Catholic High Schools; and two
Catholic Prep Schools and Grade
Schools, all within its boundaries. It is
almost impossible to count the number
of ecclesial communities within its
boundaries; and likewise the number
of government and non-government
social service agencies like Catholic
Charities and others involved in the
corporal works of mercy. Yet, the
anchor we celebrate is baby Jesus in
the arms of St. Anthony.
To understand the parish, one must
recall its foundress, Antoinette Margot.
She called herself “the weakest lamb
of the Lord’s flock,” and Jesus her
anchor. She converted to Catholicism
and gave her time, talent, and treasure
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completely to His work here. Today,
the miracle of Antoinette Margot is
happening again! Facing school
building renovation costs well in
excess of $100,000, and renovations
of parish buildings several times that,
we thank God for the generous gifts of
Monsignor Richard W. Burton and his
friend Eugene F. Ford, Sr., which give
us the encouragement to continue the
work God started through Antoinette. I
recently signed a Sponsored Research
Agreement with the CUA School of
Architecture to help discern our Church
building needs, andam asking all for
donations to our Capital Campaign
“Rebuild My Church” through www.
faithdirect.net (St. Anthony Code is DC
463). We say with Pope John Paul II:
“The future for us remains an unknown
quantity, which we now accept without
anxiety. Love has overcome anxiety. The
future depends on love.” May Jesus,
the anchor of all souls be praised for
the things he has done!
Peace

Fr. Fred
Pastor

UPCOMING EVENTS
September 17, 2017

Sunday, 10 a.m.
Please join us to celebrate the 125year
anniversary of the founding of St.
Anthony of Padua Catholic Church.
There is no better time to celebrate
the legacy of our parish’s bringing our
faith to the Heart of Brookland! Please
call the parish at 202-526-8822 for
more information.
Please contact Mr. Michael Thomasian,
principal, at 202-526-4657 or michael.
thomasian@catholicacademies.org for
more information. You can also visit our
website at
www.stanthonyschooldc.org.
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SCIENCE
Under the watchful eye of our middle school
science teacher, Two science teaching
nuns Sister Cora Marie Recupito, O.P., and
Sr. Elise Fox our eighth graders are learning
about anatomy and body systems, working
in pairs to dissect fetal pigs, while our sixth
graders are calculating volume, mass, and
density.
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SPORTS
On May 19, we held our annual Field Day at the Catholic University of American campus and had a lot of fun
competing while practicing our teamwork! Mr. Shawn Hunter, our physical education teacher, organized the event.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2017

Name			High School
Anijah Bond 		
Elizabeth Seton High School
Taylor Bosier		
Elizabeth Seton High School
Blessed Cabrera 		
St. John’s College High School
Marco Camacho 		
Walter Johnson High School
Courtney Crawford
Elizabeth Seton High School
Zuri Franklin 		
St. John’s College High School
Laci Joseph 		
Duke Ellington School of the Arts
Kristopher King 		
Bishop McNamara High School
Michael Knott 		
Gonzaga College High School
Chidera Mbanefo		
Gonzaga College High School
Alpha Odimegwu		
DeMatha Catholic High School
Ugomma Ugorji		
Archbishop Carroll High School
Patricia White 		
Elizabeth Seton High School
Cai’jah Wright 		
Archbishop Carroll High School
Jayden Wright 		
Gwynn Park High School
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NIGHT OF THE ARTS

We celebrated our students’ artistic talents on May 17 during Night of the Arts.
Mr. Frank Washington is our art teacher.

A TASTE OF AFRICA

Reflecting our diverse student body and our desire to learn about other cultures,
we held A Taste of Africa at Margo Hall on May 12.

B. ALVIN DREW G.S. ‘76 SERVES AS
GRADUATION SPEAKER
Thank you to Col. B. Alvin Drew, G.S. ’76 for serving as
our eighth grade graduation speaker at St. Anthony of
Padua Catholic Church on June 1.
An Air Force officer and a NASA astronaut, Col. Drew
has been on two spaceflights. The first was the Space
Shuttle mission ST-118 to the International Space
Station, in August 2007, seven years after Drew was
selected to be a NASA astronaut. His second spaceflight
took place in March 2011 on STS-133, another mission
to the International Space Station.
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IN MEMORIAM
William McLaughlin G.S. ‘60/H.S. ’64, husband of Rita
Lawrence McLaughlin G.S. ‘60/H.S. ‘64, brother of John
J. McLaughlin, Jr., and Patricia DeFino G.S. ‘58/H.S. ‘62,
Mary Yourishin H.S. ‘68, and Catherine Wittenberger.
Ann Montgomery Goldsmith, mother of Willard (Roy) L.
Goldsmith III H.S. ‘61, Francis Edward (Ed) Goldsmith
H.S. ‘62, and Elizabeth (Joann) Day H.S. ‘66.
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy
of God, rest in peace. Amen.
www.stanthonyschooldc.org

CATHOLIC IDENTITY

Our First Holy Communion Mass took place at St. Anthony of
Padua Church on May 7.

We honored Immaculate Mary with our May Crowning.

Congratulations to our eighth grade students who were confirmed
on May 20 by Bishop Barry Knestout of Washington at the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, following two years of
preparation. They are now adults in the Catholic Church, having
been fully initiated into our faith, receiving the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
In this photo, Fr. Fred Close, pastor, joins Bishop Knestout and the
four Confirmandi.

Members of the Christ Child Guild, who support St. Anthony, held
their annual tea with our third grade students.
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Our annual Spring Concert took place on May 10 under the direction of Mr. Doug Harvey, our band director, Ms. Darah Tracy Means, our music teacher.
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Rev. Frederick Close, pastor
padrefred@earthlink.net
202-250-8208
Mr. Michael Thomasian, principal
michael.thomasian@catholicacademies.org
202-526-4657

Bill Murray, Blue & Gold editor
billm@developassociates.com
240-418-5427
If you have any story ideas for the Blue &
Gold or would like to update your address
with us, please contact Bill Murray at the
email address or phone number above.
Thank you for staying in touch!
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Mission Statement
The mission of St. Anthony
Catholic School is to prepare its
students for lives of leadership
and service rooted in an
encounter with Jesus Christ.
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