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Dear Alumni, Parents and Friends of
St. Anthony,
In the beginning, the LORD God
planted a garden in Eden, in the east,
and there he put the man whom he
had formed to work it and keep it.
This creation account always rings
true to us, not only in the Spring,
when it is so obvious, but also in
the Fall, when we plant next year’s
lawn, the tulips, daffodils, and other
harbingers of spring that sustain us
in hope through the rigors of winter,
and our new trees. As we begin our
92nd year of service to the Church,
and to this city and nation, I write to you about our
most important planting, our children.
St. Anthony Catholic School, in the heart of “Little
Rome,” exists to nurture in each of its students the
seed of love planted in their hearts by the Good
Shepherd as they begin the journey of faith and so
beautifully described by Hannah Hurnard in her
classic allegory, “Hinds Feet on High Places.” This we
do by accompanying them with an academic education
preparing them for the challenges of this world in the
context of a faith in the goodness of God that will make
them “more than conquerors” now, and fit for life
eternal on high with Christ with that “great cloud of
witnesses” that, preceding us, laid the groundwork for
this year’s planting.
The twin pillars of our approach, authentic Catholic
identity and academic excellence, are made possible
by our common commitments to accessibility and
affordability. It is no secret that the commitment
to accessibility in the heart of the nation’s Capital
adds a certain degree of difficulty to the challenge of
affordability for our parents.
Our school is the only parochial grade school in

the Northeast quadrant of our city,
and was deliberately chosen for its
proximity to Catholic University of
America, Trinity College University
and the other pillars of “Little Rome”
who lend such important assists to
our mission. Operating in an always
desirable neighborhood has always
been challenging economically, and
recent changes to the neighborhood
have made it more so. Just as we
train our students to become “Servant
Leaders” after the model of Jesus, so
we continue to rely on the fundraising
leadership of our Alumni, Family and
Friends, without whose vision and help in time of need
we would not have made it thus far!
“As the earth brings forth its plants, and a garden
makes its growth spring up, so will the Lord God make
justice and praise spring up before all the nations!” (Is.
61:11-12) and it is happening again here in and through
your continued generosity and support. Because of the
generous bequest of Monsignor Ralph Kuhn, we have
been able to construct a brand new main entrance to the
school, which has as its new postal address, 3400 12th
Street, NE, Washington, D.C. 20017. Because “The gift
you have received, (you gave) as a gift,” (Mt. 10:8), this
September we have been able to award some $60,000.00
to parents toward 2013-2014 tuition. There is no other
school in the Archdiocese of Washington that has such
generous Alumni/ae and Friends!
And so we say with Blessed John Paul II: “The future
for us remains an unknown quantity, which we now
accept without anxiety. Love has overcome anxiety.
The future depends on love.”
Peace,

Fr. Fred
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Congratulations to
the Class of 2013
Alumnus Name
Caitlin Ballard
Malachi Brown
Jordan Brown
Kamryn Camacho
Destiny Edwards
Devon Flowers
Crystal Hart
Elaine Hipolito
Brandon Johnson
Michaela Johnson
Labi Koi-Larbi
Gene Lambey
Madolyn Lee
Sydney Meadows
Chidera Mmayie
Donovan Moore
Ayana Nwozo
Mylon Richardson
Tiffany Richardson
Muhammad Robinson
Makayla Thornton
Malik Washington
Sheldon Whitaker
Kanae White
Andrea Wilson
Destinee Young

High School
Banneker
Charles Flowers
DeMatha
Elizabeth Seton
Archbishop Carroll
Gonzaga
Elizabeth Seton
St. John’s
Archbishop Carroll
Archbishop Carroll
Gonzaga
Archbishop Carroll
Elizabeth Seton
Elizabeth Seton
St. John’s
Indian Creek
Archbishop Carroll
DeMatha
Elizabeth Seton
Bishop McNamara
Archbishop Carroll
Archbishop Carroll
The Heights
Elizabeth Seton
Elizabeth Seton
Don Bosco

Sheldon Whitaker ‘13 is a Cavalier Scholar, having earned a fouryear full scholarship to attend The Heights School in Potomac, Md.

Letters to the Editor
Father Close,
I am forever thankful that my parents sent me to
St. Anthony’s for 12 years.
I wish and pray that every child could receive
the same outstanding education as offered by St.
Anthony.
Keep up the good work.
Jack Jennings
Class of 1949
To Father Fred Close & Alumni of High School
Class of 1950:
My husband, Wilfred Wheatley, went to be with
the Lord on July 30, 2012. He suffered from
Parkinson’s Disease for seven years and was
an inspiration to all who came in contact with
him. His acceptance of his infirmities without
complaining was a gift to me as his caregiver.
Wilfred was class president at St. Anthony’s some
year(?) & president of the Sodality + CSMC.
He would be remembered by many if they were
from the late ‘40s and 1950. My association with
him went back to 1st grade to 8th at St. Martin’s
School. We were married 57 years ago by Msgr.
Miltenberger at St. Martin’s Church.

Labi Koi-Larbi ‘13 is a Vinco Scholar, having earned a four-year full
scholarship to attend Gonzaga College High School in Washington.

RIP
From Theresa (Sheehy) Wheatley
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From the Principal’s Desk
and positive experience. It is a pleasure to watch our
youngest tigers enjoy this space and assimilate into our
school.
There is much to celebrate and much to share with you.
A few highlights include:
•

Our enrollment continues to be higher than the year
before. We presently have 228 students enrolled for
the 2013-2014 school year.

•

Nearly $60,000 in tuition was awarded as a result of
generous alumni and parishioner giving.

•

Proceeds from our summer program allowed us to
purchase a new reading rug, a play kitchen, blocks,
books, and student furniture for our new Pre-K3
classroom.

•

Our entire faculty has enrolled in “Living Catholic,”
the Archdiocese’s new catechist certification
program. Throughout the year, we will take online
courses and participate in small group discussions.

•

Our middle school social studies classroom
received a make-over this summer. Old lockers
were removed, walls were painted, a new floor was
installed, and new student furniture was purchased.

•

All three buildings of our school buildings now
have new, high-speed wireless internet access.

•

A new intercom system was installed in all of our
classrooms and meeting spaces.

Dear Alumni, Parishioners, and Friends:
I would like to begin by thanking all of you who
attended and/ or supported our Third Annual Gala
& Silent Auction. Gathering at Catholic University’s
Pryzbyla Center was a wonderful opportunity to catch
up with one another and support our school. Folks
enjoyed an appetizing menu, the gift of music from our
school choir, the silent auction, and of course, all of the
dancing!
In addition, we were able to honor Monsignor Richard
Burton, our former pastor and a champion of Catholic
education, with our first ever “Servant-Leader Award.”
Together we raised over $13,000 for our scholarship
fund. I cannot thank you enough for your participation.
It is with enthusiasm that we recently opened our
school doors for our 92nd year! This year we were
able to open a new set of doors—these are the doors
to our new reception area and administrative offices.
Although “12th & Lawrence Streets” was a quaint
address for many years, our school has a “real” postal
address now—3400 12th Street, Northeast.
Our new entrance is brighter, more welcoming, and
definitely more visible to new families. Moving our
entrance and offices has also allowed us to create a new
pre-school classroom for our three year old students.
Our Pre-K3 classroom is both cheerful and wellequipped to guarantee our students have a meaningful

Your prayers and financial commitment to our school
is what makes the difference. Your investment in
our mission means a lot to me, the faculty, and most
importantly to the students and families whom we
serve. Thank you! You are always welcome at St.
Anthony and you are always in our hearts and prayers.
Peace,

Michael Thomasian

P.S. Please visit our website at
www.stanthonyschooldc.org
to make a secure donation, or
contact us for other ways to
support our school.
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Staff Update 2013-2014

Donor Profile: Kathy Jacquart

Ms. Neslyn Moore, veteran teacher at St. Anthony
Catholic School, has become vice principal.
Other changes in the 2013-2014
school year include the arrival of
Ms. Ashley Byrd ‘05, who is now
the second grade teacher, with
27 students in her classroom.
Ashley grew up in Michigan Park
and attended St. Anthony from
Kindergarten through 8th Grade.
She attended Elizabeth Seton High School and majored
in Elementary Education at Winston Salem State
University.
“It feels like coming back home,” she said, interviewed
the day before school began. “I loved my time here at St.
Anthony’s. I did a lot of growing here. It felt comfortable
coming back.”
Kimberly Chase (PreK-3 teacher) attended Mt. Calvary
Catholic School and Bishop McNamara High School
before earning a bachelor’s in Language and Literature
at the University of Maryland.
Mary Hawkins (Music; Choir Director) holds
a bachelor’s degree in Music Education from
Northwestern University. She is a Soprano who has
been playing the guitar, piano and violin since she was
nine years old. She is excited to be planning sacred
music at St. Anthony School liturgies.
Judith Horne (First Grade) is a Chicago native who has
lived in the Silver Spring area for about 30 years. She
taught Kindergarten at St. Catherine Laboure School
in Wheaton for eight years, before the school closed in
June 2013.
Rebecca Ross (Seventh Grade Homeroom, Middle
School Religion and Science Teacher) is a San Diego
native who holds a bachelor’s in Biology and Theology
from the College of St. Catherine in St. Paul, Minn.
Indra Thomas (Instructional Assistant) is an alumna of
Elizabeth Seton High School who earned a bachelor’s
in History from the University of Maryland.

In Memoriam

Rev. John Bitterman
Charles Issing H.S. ‘50
Elizabeth Loughlin H.S. ‘50
Wilfred Wheatley H.S. ‘50
Please pray for the deceased.

Having spent three and a half years in Lesotho, a
southern African country with a population of just
under two million, serving as the country director
for the U.S. Peace Corps and supervising about 95
volunteers each year, Kathy Jacquart upon her return
home to Washington, D.C., has had to get used to all the
big cars on the streets and the reliability of services,
such as public transportation.
“I realized how lucky we are,” in the United States,
she said after living in a country which has the third
highest HIV/AIDS prevalence in the world, according
to 2009 HIV sentinel surveillance data. The survey
showed that just under one in four people in Lesotho
had HIV/AIDS. “It’s amazing how much people around
the world suffer,” Jacquart said.
Over lunch at the Brookland Cafe on 12th Street, she
recalled having to wait for a Metrorail train for 20
minutes on the weekend with her husband, who had
to remind her that in Lesotho, one might wait for four
hours for a bus. Lesotho is landlocked country roughly
the size of Maryland. Kathy and her husband came back
to Washington, D.C., in early August, their African
assignment complete.
She’s lived for six years in Guinea and Mali in West
Africa, as well as serving for three years (1988-1991) as a
Peace Corps volunteer in the Central African Republic.
In Guinea, she worked for the United States Agency
for International Development and in Mali for a nongovernmental organization. Prior to going to Lesotho
in 2010, she was the HIV/AIDS Programming and
Training Advisor for the Peace Corps. She majored in
French in college, and this skill has come in handy in
many of the countries where she has worked.
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In Lesotho, Jacquart and her staff trained volunteers
to work in projects to support orphans and vulnerable
children; battle the stigma of HIV/AIDS; and teach
English, math and life skills in primary and secondary
schools.
“There’s been a huge increase in people on (HIV/AIDS)
treatment,” Jacquart said. President George W. Bush
significantly increased HIV/AIDS funding for African
countries, and President Barack Obama has continued
this commitment.
Through the work of the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, USAID and other U.S. government
agencies, there’s also been some success in the
prevention of mother-to-child HIV/AIDS transmission,
and some U.S. aid has also gone to encourage male
circumcision. Some of the results are hard to measure.
“Prevention is hard to gauge,” she said.
Jacquart joined St. Anthony of Padua Parish in 2006,
when she purchased a house in Brookland. In 2009, two

months before her Lesotho posting, she got married.
“I love it,” she said of Brookland. She compared her cul
de sac to an African village, in that many residents like
to spend time outside during warm weather months
and chat, giving the block a strong sense of community.
Neighbors with adult children who are St. Anthony
Catholic School alumni have spoken highly of the
parish school to her.
“I want to do what I can do to support the school,” she
said in a matter of fact way of her donations to benefit
St. Anthony Catholic School. “It’s the neighborhood
Catholic school,” which enriches Brookland greatly.
Jacquart said that her Catholic education in her
native city of Dallas benefited her greatly. Education
appears to be a family concern. Her grandmother
taught for 25 years, her mother retired last year after a
35-year teaching career, and Jacquart also served as a
substitute teacher for two months.

Alumni Notes Alumni Notes Alumni Notes
Ramon F. Martin, M.D., Ph.D. G.S. ‘63/H.S. ‘67, is an
Assistant Professor of Medicine at Harvard Medical
School. Dr. Martin earned a Doctor of Medicine degree
from Harvard Medical School in 1975 and a Ph.D.
from Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1986.
A physician-anesthesiologist at Brigham-Women’s
Hospital in Boston, he is a member of the board of
trustees of the Roxbury Latin School, and co-chair of the
board of trustees at the Eliot School in Jamaica Plain,
Mass. An alumnus of St. Vincent College in Latrobe,
Pa., he served on the its Board of Directors from 1998 to
2010 and was named an Alumni of Distinction in 2011.

In July, Jenice wrote a column, “Saving the Next
Trayvon Martin” about protests in Philadelphia to
commemorate the slain Florida teen.
Martin Corboy Relocated to Texas after getting married
and last year opened McFadden’s, an Irish Pub & Bar
with live music in Addison, Texas, and The Mason Bar
in Uptown Dallas.
Justin Fairfax G.S. ’93 lost in the Democratic primary
for Virginia Attorney General this past summer. It was
his first attempt at an elected public office.

He and his wife, Patricia, have four children, Paul,
Andrew, Laura and Christopher, and they are members
of St. John Chrysostom Church in West Roxbury, Mass.
Dwight Datcher H.S. ’70, a
former St. Anthony High School
basketball player who served
as athletic director of Howard
University in Washington for four
years, has become the athletic
director at Wheelock College in
Boston. He oversees 120 studentathletes who compete in five Division III sports.
Jenice Armstrong G.S. ’75 continues to write a threetimes-a-week column for the Philadelphia Daily News.
Our New Entrance: 3400 Lawrence Street, N.E.
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Summer Camp 2013

Summer Renovation Work 2013
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On Leadership: What Sister Aedan did to me
Mary Seton Corboy G.S. ‘71/H.S. ‘75
I have never thought of myself as a leader. More like
a non-follower. There was a girl on my floor in college
who had a horrid Thoreau poster ending in “Walk
beside me and be my friend” plastered to the wall in
her room. To make matters worse, it hung right next
to some macrame bookshelves. I hated that poster and
an endlessly poked fun at her for having it (and the
bookshelves until she made me some and I saw that they
were useful if not exactly urbane chic). 35 years later I
still leave a message on her answering machine when
I want to give myself a good chuckle and I can’t find a
live audience or just a happy drunk. No, leadership or
leading was not my big goal in life.
Most of the leaders I have known in my life like Sister
Aedan led by fear. At least I thought it was fear at
the time. I realized later it was something entirely
different. She was always trying to teach me what
they call “life lessons” -- those lessons that don’t really
come in books like Who Ate My Cheese Sandwich or
Nineteen Habits of Semi Successful People. I guess she
succeeded because one day the call came and I was up.
After successfully avoiding the real world for
45 years, I somehow found myself the boss, leading the
troops, losing sleep over issues, praying for a break,
having to shovel my personality into a boot and stick
that boot in the back of a closet for the good of the
organization. Ugh. The gang might not shoot straight
but – for better or for worse – I was their leader.
Then as I was trying to jettison this new role that
seemed as appropriate as a mumu at a bullfight, Sister
Adean appeared like a beacon-or maybe a nightmare.
She hadn’t aged a bit. I had. I tried to cover a wrinkle on
my forehead. Wait, a wrinkle on my forehead? She was
seeing me in my underwear in bed. Oh right, gym class,
she’d seen me in my underwear a hundred times. But
still, what was she doing here? There couldn’t possibly
be more detention. I served my time. Detention can’t
follow you for life, can it? “It’s not all fun is it, Mary
Seton? Not everything is a joke, people are depending on
you to make decisions. They need you,” she spoke from
across the same exact bed I slept soundly in through
high school, nary a thought in my little teenage not
fully grown head. I was going to need a prescription for
something. That woman could not come visiting me at
night. I needed my sleep.
Why was she back to bother me? I was, after all, her
Achilles heel. Everyone knew that. I was always out of
uniform -- something akin to Bible or Koran burning

in Catholic school. I stole the teachers’ bathroom key
over and over and placed it right inside my locker with
a sign that said “Teachers’ Bathroom Key Here” and
then I would stop teachers and ask them questions to
see if they noticed. They never did. It fed my notions
about people being in charge. She knew, however. I
knew she knew. She wasn’t going to come down to my
level though. Sr. Aedan didn’t come down to anyone’s
level.
She was perfectly coiffed, if nuns can be coiffed. She
never had a dust mite of dandruff on her fitted black
suit. Her patent leather pumps were spit shined. She
was perfectly erect. Her handwriting never veered off,
she had been a math teacher. She ran that school like
Paris Island. Teachers, parents, the Holy Fathers, the
students, we were all afraid of her. Of what? She never
raised her voice. She never threw things. She was just
her.
One week word came down that her father died. We
had never thought of her as a person with a family; we
thought she arrived on earth fully formed as Sister
Aedan. I didn’t like the idea of funerals and I knew this
would be a mandatory all-school mass. I just did not
want to go and I felt strongly about it. I girded myself
and went to find her (usually it was her summoning
me). “Sr. Aedan, I’m sorry about your loss but I don’t
like funerals and I don’t believe in God. I cannot attend
your father’s funeral mass” I waited for the wrath. As
usual she had no expression.
She touched my shoulder. “You are excused from mass
today, Mary Seton. I’m sure you’ll find something useful
to do in the library. You will be unsupervised.” “Thank
you, Sister,.” I went to the library, not Fred’s Inn for
french fries, which was what any sane high schooler
would have done. But she had looked me in the eyes
and I knew I had a chance to show her what I was really
made of. She knew in that moment that there was more
to me and in that moment I knew it too.
When I graduated high school, at the very bottom of
my class, I received the principal’s award - the highest
award in the school. We shook hands solemnly as my
classmates and the teachers cheered. “Mary had won,”
they screamed. I had brought down the wicked witch !
But had I? In that one moment she changed my life. She
made me understand that to lead you had to love. You
had to be bigger than anything around you. You had
to find the way in the dark. You had to care. Leading
was not edicts, it was caring about the people you led,
always introducing the intangibles of life into the
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equation, always wanting to do the right thing.
I didn’t go out to change the world that day. It would take
many decades before I introduced the word “we” into
my vocabulary. But when I did it came out naturally, it
was who I was and I was ready to do what I knew I could
do, what I was meant to do, to lead.
Mary Seton Corboy is the chief information officer of
Greensgrow Philadelphia Project, an urban farm.

Superintendant visits
on first day of school

Brookland Development Update
If you haven’t been to Brookland in a number of
months, you’ve missed the sound of jackhammers
and construction crews from the early morning
to mid-afternoon. You’ve also missed the demise
of Colonel Brooks Tavern, across from Brookland
Metro.
Monroe Street Market is a 1 million square feet
mixed-use development adjacent to the Brookland
Metro. According to Abdo Development officials, the
overall development plan for South Campus calls
for a mixed-use village that will expand Brookland’s
12th Street retail corridor and create a college main
street experience.
The development runs along Monroe Street, between
Michigan Avenue and 8th Street. Ground floor
retail, totaling over 80,000 square feet, will flank
both sides of Monroe with residential apartments
above.

Rev. Mr. Bert L’Homme, Superintendant of schools
for the Archdiocese of Washington, visited St.
Anthony Catholic School on Aug. 26, the first day of
the 2013-2014 school year.

The retail development will include a mix of
neighborhood-serving small, eclectic shops and
restaurants, including Starbucks. In addition to 720
rental apartments, the project will also include 45
townhomes.

Accompanied by Ms. K. Marguerite Conley, executive
director of the four-school Consortium of Catholic
Academies that St. Anthony is a part of, Deacon Bert
quizzed St. Anthony students about their academics,
and he also asked questions about the Catholic faith.
A permanent deacon at St. Francis de Sales Parish in
Washington, D.C., he has served as Superintendent
of Schools for the Archdiocese of Washington since
June 2010.
There are nearly 100 Catholic schools in the
Archdiocese of Washington.

Ms. Colleen Scheidel (left to right) with fellow teachers Catherine Peff,
Ms. Kathleen Downey, and Ms. Whitney Turner.

St. Anthony teachers celebrate the end of the 2012-2013 school year.
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Silent Auction and Gala June 2013

Fr. Maurus Dolcich, TOR, G.S. ‘75, with Michael Thomasian,
St. Anthony principal

Parishioners Tom & Angela Rooney with Cecelia Alexander, former
parishioner and former St. Anthony teacher

Upcoming Events
St. Anthony’s Legacy Foundation
Pizza Dinner
Alumni and Friends invited
Saturday, November 2 from 2:00 pm - 5: 00 pm

Caitlin Ballard ‘13 valedictorian with Rita Harrell, former
St. Anthony teacher

Zio’s Restaurant
9083 Gaither Road
Gaithersburg, MD 20877
301-977-6300
$20.00 contribution suggested
Proceeds benefit St. Anthony Legacy Foundation
For more information on the St. Anthony Legacy
Foundation, please visit their website: www.
tonieslegacy.org
Walk for the Homeless
Friday October 4
Canned Food Drive
November 18-25
Grandparents Morning
Thursday, November 20
Thanksgiving Mass
Tuesday, November 25 8:15 a.m.

Young Alumnae Nina Thompson and Mary and Angelique Sargent.

Please call the school at 202-526-4657 for more
information about these school events.
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Address changes for the Blue & Gold? News about class reunions, alumni of
the school and other information of interest to our readership?
Please contact Bill Murray at 240-418-5427 or billm@developassociates.com
Visit St. Anthony Catholic School’s website:

www.StAnthonySchoolDC.org
A school you can believe in.

