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FOR ALUMNI, PARENTS & FRIENDS OF ST. ANTHONY CATHOLIC SCHOOL OF WASHINGTON, D.C.

Dear Alumni,
Parishioners and Friends
of St. Anthony,
Welcome home! These are
the words that most warm
the hearts of all who hold
home dear, children of
whatever age. Think of
the times you returned
from work, or school, or
travel, to be uplifted by
those words. Think of the first time you said that to your
spouse, or when you returned the favor first extended
to you by your own parents. Remember how those two
words changed everything of importance. This letter is
a welcome home to all our many supporters.
Since one constant in our lives is change, it is all the
more important to remember the importance of home.
“Home is where the heart is,” as the saying goes, and as
we mature, our notion of home grows with it. We each
have a Church home, or home parish. We speak of our
hometown and our homeland, and surely our hearts
are never far from our school home, our Alma Mater,
chosen by our own parents to prepare us who are in
this world to prepare to enter our heavenly homeland.
Home, and its memory, anchors us. In the midst of all
the changing things in this world, and particularly as
the speed of change increases, we need to be anchored
in the eternal truths we learned at home, even faith,
hope and love.
St. Anthony Catholic School exists so that its sons
and daughters will never be homeless. In the bible,
homelessness, or exile, was the place of forgetting.
Think of the Babylonian exile, or the story of the
Prodigal son. On the other hand, Psalm 133’s notion of
everlasting life was where brothers dwelt in unity. It is
all too easy to forget your High School, and even more,
your Grade School, when your college, or graduate

school, or professional association reminds you of their
very real and pressing needs, and you have your own as
well. And yet, there is something unforgettable about
St. Anthony of Padua, and something unforgettable
about his schools. What is it, exactly, that inspires
such enthusiastic dedication in its alumni from every
generation? What is it that they remember about their
school home?
Many alumni of a certain age remember our good
Benedictine Sisters, whose living out the charism of
faithfulness to this place is an inspiration to us still.
There are yet some among us, I believe, touched by
the dedication of the Dominican Sisters who preceded
them. All, including our most recent graduates, have
been touched by the Franciscan hospitality of St.
Anthony, who makes this school a home for love. He
exhorts us to use our senses perfectly and keep the
Commandments, and so bring the day of Pentecost, the
birthday of the Church, to fulfillment, so that all might
find in her a welcome home, now and eternally.
That we might remember our school days, and each
other, even better, you are invited to St. Anthony’s
third annual fun raising gala dinner and dance, this
year at Catholic University of America, on June 15th,
the Saturday closest to the Feast-day of our patron, St.
Anthony of Padua.
Our Principal, Mr. Michael Thomasian, has suggested
the ways in which you can participate in our ongoing
success, to which I add just one: please make your
reservation today, even now! You want to be there to
hear, and echo to your friends, the words we all want to
hear, “Welcome home!”!
Sincerely,

Fr. Fred
Pastor
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Two Fourth Graders attend State of Union address,
featured on “Today Show”

From the Principal’s Desk

Two St. Anthony Catholic School fourth grade students,
Laci and Zuri, attended President Obama’s State of
the Union Address on February 12 at the U.S. Capitol.
House Speaker John Boehner, a key benefactor of the
Consortium of Catholic Academies, invited the two
students as his guests to the address.
Not only did Zuri and Laci get to spend time with
Speaker Boehner, but they got to sit next to Donald
Cardinal Wuerl of Washington, who will sit in the
Vatican conclave in March to elect a successor to Pope
Benedict XVI.
And they got to meet Matt Lauer from the NBC “Today
Show,” and the February 13 edition of the show.Talk
about a civics lesson with a little bit of media relations
and ecclesiology baked in!

Eighth Graders contribute
to Nothing but Nets

Sister Joette Ebert OSF, congratulates Eighth Grade
student Marakah Dennis

The St. Anthony Catholic School Class of 2013
collected $711.82 in donations for the anti-malarial
group Nothing But Nets, through a fundraiser. Nearly
3,000 people each day die of malaria, which most of
the deaths occurring in five African countries.
Sister Joette Ebert, OSF, served as the faculty
sponsor of the activity.

NBC’s “Today Show” co-host Matt Lauer with Laci and Zuri in the
St. Anthony School library

FREE
Space
for matter
Letters to the Editor
In the Brookland book (by Rev. Mr. John
Feeley), I am the May Queen on Page 85.
An error was made, this was 1947. I have
wonderful memories of my 12 years there.
What I learned from the dear sisters has
stayed with me. God bless all.
Rose Mary (Boteler) McAleer G.S. ‘43
/H.S. ‘47

Dear Alumni, Parishioners, and Friends:

2. Place an advertisement/ sponsorship in the
souvenir program.

Greetings! May this newsletter find you well. Since
the publication of the winter issue there is much 3. Donate high-quality auction items.
excitement to share with you. St. Anthony students are
Visit our website www.stanthonyschooldc.org for more
testing at or above the local and national percentiles,
information, to download forms, and to purchase tickets.
our CYO Boys’ Basketball Team is undefeated, our
The success of last year’s event can be measured in
choir has performed
two ways. First, we
at the Hard Rock
had a huge crowd,
Café and the Willard
many of whom were
Hotel,
our 7th
new supporters of
and 8th graders
the school. Second,
attended the Youth
we raised nearly
Mass for Life at the
$20,000 to enhance
Verizon
Center,
our
scholarship
a handful of St.
account.
With
Anthony students
your support our
participated
2013 Gala & Silent
in
Catholic
Auction will be
University’s
another enjoyable
televised St. Thomas
and
winning
Aquinas Mass, two
celebration.
students
attended
I
express
my
the most recent State
Principal Michael Thomasian (left) with 8th
gratitude to all of
of the Union, nine of
grader Labi Koi-Larbi on Turnaround Day.
you
who have made
our classrooms are
now equipped with Smartboards, and lastly we have contributions during the Christmas season. Your
reached our enrollment goal of serving 225 students! kindness during the holy season is much appreciated.
No doubt there are others successes I could share, A special thanks to those who have donated to the Ms.
these are just some of the impressive highlights that Lorraine Ferris, the Margaret Brinker-Rock, and/or
the Jacob Miles Wormley Scholarship Funds. Giving
are worth celebrating.
a gift in honor of loved ones is a special way to both
Mark your calendars! Our Gala& Silent Auction is
remember them and support a school in which they
scheduled for Saturday, June 15, 2013. I am delighted
loved. Lastly, I encourage the Class of 1954 to contribute
to share that this annual fund raiser will be held The
toward the “$54,000 Challenge.” The challenge is to
Catholic University of America’s Pryzbyla Center.
meet this goal by the class’s 60th reunion in 2014.
Over the years, the Franciscan Monastery has been
very kind and generous toward us and for that I am I invite you to invest yourself through the resources
forever grateful. Our move to the Pryzbyla Center is that God has given you- your energy, your prayers,
and your treasure. The gospel of Matthew 6:21 tell us
simply because it is a larger space.
“wherever your treasure is, there will your heart be
Our new venue will allow us to host a sit-down dinner,
too.”
the silent auction, and more space for dancing. This
signature event relies heavily on the participation and May you have a blessed and holy Lenten journey.
attendance of alumni, current families, parishioners, In Christ,
and friends of St. Anthony. You can support the Gala &
Silent Auction in three ways:
1. Spread the word, attend the event, and help to sell
tickets.

Michael Thomasian
Principal
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Alumni Notes Alumni Notes Alumni Notes
Millie Hurlbut G.S. ‘60/H.S. ‘64 is still director of
marketing at the Association of the U.S. Army, helping
American soldiers and their families.

making for an enjoyable evening for all.
A highlight of the night was presenting Father Fred
with a gift of $1,400.00 from our class to St. Anthony
Catholic School.

St. Anthony High School
Class of 1962 50th Reunion Alumnae seek Franciscan
Pat Garner H.S. ‘62
Monastery of the Holy
The St. Anthony High School class of 1962 held its
Land Garden Guild help
50th reunion on Saturday, September 22, 2012. The
celebration was held at The Cafe Mezzanotte in Severna
Park, MD. Forty-one classmates attended, which
included several from the grade school class of 1958.
The total number in attendance was sixty-five, when
including spouses; two former teachers, Gloria Mariani
(Sister Theodore) and Gerald Mueller; and Father Fred
Close, the current Pastor of St. Anthony Church.
The evening started with a cocktail hour, followed
by dinner and a slide show featuring scenes from
Brookland and our high school days, shown to the
tune of our school song “When the Saints Go Marching
In.” Many memories, stories and laughs were shared

Doris McCann DeSantis G.S. ‘54/H.S. ‘58
Since lastSpring, my sister, Pat McCann Cunniff,
G.S. ‘51/H.S. ’55 and I have become involved in the
Franciscan Monastery of the Holy Land Garden Guild
and together have instituted a tour of the gardens. The
Franciscan Monastery (www.myfranciscan.org) is
located within the Brookland community at 14th and
Quincy Streets. We would like to solicit volunteers to
serve as tour guides for the monastery garden tour.
We were raised in Brookland and continue to feel
an attachment to the community. I have a degree in
Mathematics from Dunbarton College of Holy Cross.
I worked for over 30 years
for Computer Sciences
Corporation as a software
developer,
software
development manager, and
a consultant in engineering
and management processes.
I continued performing
consulting services after
retirement working under
Doris DeSantis Consulting.
I have four adult children
and 12 grandchildren.
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holds a Master’s degree and
PhD from the University
of Maryland in Physical
Chemistry. She has been
an educator most of her
life, working principally
at
Prince
George’s
Community
College
(PGCC) as a full-time
faculty member and science
resource
development
leader. Retired from PGCC
as the Academic Dean for
Sciences, Mathematics and
Health Technologies, she
teaches part-time at the
University of Maryland
University College. She
also has four adult children and 10 grandchildren.
With the Franciscan Monastery Garden Guild, we not
only conduct tours, but we also each maintain a rose
bed: pruning, weeding, deadheading and caring for the
roses. Our tour season starts mid-April, and we would
to train the new volunteers before the tour season open.
Prospective tour guides or guild volunteers may reach
us through email (Doris DeSantis at desantid@verizon.
net or Pat Cunniff at pcunniff@gmail.com). My cell is
240-463-1217. The guild’s website is www.fmgg.org.
St. Thomas Aquinas Mass
National Shine of the Immaculate Conception
Washington, D.C.
January 29, 2013

Home & School Association fundraiser at Boston
Market February 2013

My
sister
Pat
also
graduated from Dunbarton
College of Holy Cross with
a degree in Chemistry and

Make an Online
Donation

Fr. Fred Close.jpg Fr. Fred Close, pastor of St. Anthony (right), with Fr. Brian Cullinane, OFM
Cap.H.S. ’62 and former teacher, Mr. Gerard Mueller

Planned Giving Corner
After you’ve taken care of your family and loved ones, please remember St. Anthony Catholic
School of Washington, D.C in your estate plans. Thank you.

Catholic University of American President John Garvey with St.
Anthony School students at the St. Thomas Aquinas Mass at the
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.

Eighth Grade players on the St. Anthony Varsity
CYO boys basketball team. Congratulations on an
undefeated regular season!

If you’d like to save a stamp and support St.
Anthony Catholic School, please visit our
website at www.stanthonyschooldc.org, where
you can make a secure donation using your
American Express, Discover, Mastercard
or Visa card. Thank you for supporting St.
Anthony Catholic School.
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New physical education teacher
welcomed to St. Anthony
St.
Anthony
Catholic
School’s newest employee,
Ms.
Catherine
Peff,
graduated from Princeton
University
with
a
bachelor’s
degree
in
Anthropology. She grew
up outside of Philadelphia
and
met
her
future
husband, Jack Therolt,
while teaching English at
a Vietnamese community
college for two years
following her graduation from Princeton. He is also a
Princeton alumnus, and they came to work in Vietnam
through the Princeton Asia program.
Not only did she meet her future husband in Vietnam,
but Ms. Peff found that in living in a residential college
that she enjoyed teaching sports. She ran on the Varsity
cross country team at Princeton and launched a girls
running club at the community college and also played
badminton and soccer with the students. “In Vietnam I

caught the teaching bug and realized I wanted to share
my joy for physical activity and fun with kids, helping
them challenge themselves and build their confidence
through physical activity,” she said.
She earned a Master’s degree in physical education
from McDaniel College in Maryland in May 2012 and
got married the next month to her husband, a native of
Rockville, Md.
In addition to making the most of physical fitness
opportunities, her goal at St. Anthony is to help build
confidence in the students in their ability to play
different sports, so that they will continue to play, after
mastering basic skills. She is a practicing Catholic and
said that St. Anthony reminds her of the small public
high school she attended in Pennsylvania because of
the strong sense of community.
Ms. Peff began work at St. Anthony in October, after
previously serving as a substitute at Argyle Middle
School in Silver Spring, Md. St. Anthony students take
physical education twice each week.

Jacob Miles Wormley ‘03 (1989-2013)
Jacob Miles Wormley was
born in Washington, DC
on August 5, 1989. The
first son of Veryl V. Miles
and Jacob R. Wormley, III.
After a long battle with
depression, Jacob died on
Sunday, February 3, 2013.
Jacob was educated in
the District of Columbia,
Maryland, and Virginia.
He attended elementary and middle school in
Washington, DC. He was a graduate of St. Anthony
Catholic School and served as a junior usher at St.
Anthony Catholic Church.
In 2007, he graduated from the DeMatha Catholic
High School in Hyattsville. He was a member of the
Voices of DeMatha, participating in the Maryland
All-State Chorus during his senior year. Jacob was
affectionately called “Bassman.”
He

completed

his

freshman

year

at

Virginia

Polytechnic Institute and State University in
Blacksburg, Virginia and two years at Catholic
University of America in Washington, DC where
he was on the Dean’s List. Jacob was a very
capable student, excelling in mathematics, physics,
philosophy, and Spanish.
He was employed by The Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception until January
2, 2013. He served as a Concierge for Planned Lifestyle
Services, Inc. until his death.
Jacob was also a gifted graphic artist and an avid
professional wrestling fan. He creatively combined
this talent and interest and created sixteen wrestlers
to be used in video games. Online users have
requested his creations. As of Saturday, February
2, he had completed an original logo for his company
(IRW).
Jacob is survived by his parents, Jacob R and Veryl;
one brother, Jared; maternal grandparents, Frank
and Portia Miles. He also leaves behind many great
aunts and uncles, other relatives and friends.
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Upcoming Events
St. Anthony Legacy Foundation
Pizza Dinner Fundraiser
Zio’s Restaurant
9083 Gaither Road
Gaithersburg, Md.
Saturday, April 6, 2013
2:00– 5:00 pm.
A $20.00 donation is suggested. Pizza and soda will be
provided.
More information: www.tonieslegacy or
gortonieslegacy@gmail.com
Career Day
May 2, 2013
Alumni welcome to speak
St. Anthony High School Class of 1963
30th Anniversary Reunion
May 4, 2013

Contact Mary Strittmatter-Prough for more
information mary@prough.us
Spring Concert
St. Anthony Catholic Church
Wednesday, May 15 7:00 p.m.
Class of 2013 Graduation
St. Anthony Catholic Church
Friday, June 7, 2013 7:00 p.m.
Gala & Silent Auction
Tickets: $50.00
Pryzbyla Center
Catholic University of America
Tickets: www.stanthonyschooldc.org
All proceeds benefit St. Anthony Catholic School
Please call the school at 202-526-4657 for more
information.
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St. Anthony Catholic School (Pre-K-8)
12th and Lawrence Streets, N.E.
Washington, D.C. 20017
202-526-4657
Fr. Fred Close, Pastor
padrefred@earthlink.net
202-526-8822 (parish office)
Mr. Michael Thomasian, Principal
michael.thomasian@catholicacademies.org
202-526-4657

St. Antony Pre-K student Cristell

Please visit our website to update your
address on the Alumni and Friends page to
ensure that you will receive this newsletter.

Interested in serving as a Class Agent? Address updates for alumni and friends?
Please contact Bill Murray at billm@developassociates.com or 240-418-5427.
Visit St. Anthony Catholic School’s website:

www.StAnthonySchoolDC.org
A school you can believe in.

